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Pontiff tackles liberation theology 


~ Pope's first trip shows concern for all peoples 


By Jerry Filteau 
MEXICO CITY (NC)—A busy Pope John Paul !!l becamea 
crowd-pleasing success as soon.as he stepped on Latin 
American soil. His trip was filled with numerous public 
triumphs and he delivered a major speech onthe church 
and society. 


He also appeared to have scored some significant 
points for improved church-state relations in Mexico. 


TO MILLIONS of people in Mexico and the Dominican 
Republic the most important thing was simply that they 
saw the pope in person. One elderly woman along the 

-papal motorcade route from the airport into Mexico City 
was still crying and visibly shaken five minutes after the 
pope had passed. 

Tough-!ooking soldiers and policemen assigned to 
provide security and crowd control doffed their caps and 
blessed themselves as the pope went by. 

But besides the public reiations successes of a pope 
who naturally loves crowds and often thrills them with his 
appearances, the eight- day trip was awatershed i insetting 
the tone of his pontificate. 

IN A MAJOR speech opening the deliberations of the 
third general assembly of the Latin American bishops in 
Puebla, Mexico, Jan. 28, the pope declared that the 
church was firmly and by its very nature committed to 
fighting injustice. 

He aiso sharply warned against linking the church with 
any particular socio-economic solution to human woes. 

The speech was thestrongestand mostcomprehensive 
treatment of a major church issue given by Pope John 
Paulin his still-young papacy. 

IN OTHER speeches, homilies and addresses the pope: 

—Renreatedily emphasized the values of family tife. 

—Repeatediy stresséd and supported the already 
strong devotion of Latin American Catholics to the Virgin 
Mary. 

Took a no-nonsense approach toward priests and 
nuns, praising their work but telling them inno uncertain 
terms that it must be based on the gospel and a life of 
prayer, not.on purely human motivations. 

—Warned Latin American governments against an 
indiscriminate effort to reduce birth rates at whatever 
cost. 


THE PAPAL TRIP set several precedents. Pope John 
Paul became the first pope. in history to visit the 
Dominican Republic, the first to visit Mexico.and the first 
to stop inthe Bahamas. 

Ten minutes after he took off from the airport in Rome 
he set a precedent by engaging for an hour and a quarter 
in a question-and-answer session with reporters. 


Pope Paul Vi, the only other pope to fly abroad, used to 
greet reporters briefly and shake their hands but did not 
engage in discussions with them. 


POPE JOHN PAUL, a man with a flair for symbolism, 
knelt and kissed the ground the moment he got off the” 
plane in both the Dominican Republic and Mexico. He 
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A KISS FOR THE NEW WORLD—Pope John Paul ll 
kisses the ground after his arrival in Santo Domingo, 


presenied Our Lziy af Guadaiupe, patroness of the 
Americas, with a diadem. 

His first mass in the Americas was in Sante Domingo, 
Dominican Republi¢» The Dominican Republic is on the 
island of Hispaniola, where the first missionaries to the 
New World said mass on their arrival with Christopher 
Columbus. 


Though he billed the trip as a religious pilgrimage, it 
was also filled with political implications. He stayed 
overnight in Santo Domingo, where the Dominican 
government accorded him full state honors. 


MEXICO IS predominantly Catholic but has anticlerical 
laws and no diplomatic relations with the Vatican. 

President Jose Lopez Portillo greeted the pope at the 
Mexico City airport, but only as a private citizen. And the 
greeting was brief and strained, with the president, a 
Catholic, addressing the popé as “sir.” Subsequently, the 
pope had a private meeting with Lopez Portillo in his 
presidential residence. (See page 16.) 

In his speech at Puebla the pope squarely tackled one 
of the most controversia} issues in the Catholic 
intellectual world in the last decade, Latin American 
liberation theology. 


THE TERM IS something of a catch-all phrase for awide 


Our Lady and twon men | called Juan 


: ___ By Manuel Castilla edta: 


MEXICO. CITY (NC)—Some 450 years ; after aman 
called Juan Diego talked with the Virgin Mary at 


Tepeyac Hill, another man called Juan Pablo 
prayed before the image which she left ped 
on the Indian Juan Diego's cloak. 
Both men called her mother, and both had tears 
in their eyes as they pleaded for her help. 


_1N A PRAYER on Jan. 27 at the Basilica of Our _ 


Lady of Guadalupe, Juan Pablo, Pope John Paul Il, 
stood beneath Juan Diego’s cloak, with its 


miraculous image, and called Mary “Mother of 


Latin America,” 
_ When Juan Diego spoke to Mary four and a half 
centuries ago, he was alone. But as the pope 


prayed, thousands inside the basilica watched, © 


- hundreds of thousands outside listened over 
loudspeakers, and millions in Mexico and around 


the world watched on oes. and rere oT : 


radio 


The throng was at the basilica to see Pape John. 
Paul and to attend, along with some 300 cardinals 
and bishops, the opening of the third general — 
assembly of the Latin American. bishops. 


The pope. recalled in his” homily during oa 


 concelebrated mass how Juan Diego had spoken — : 
‘with the Lady of Tepeyac, and how she became a 
decisive factor in the conversion oe the nee 


Mexicans and | in their aay lives. 
ADDRESSING MARY in prayer, Pope ae fa 


7] said: "This pope feels in the bottom of his heart 
_those special bonds that unite you with thispeople, _ 


and this people with you. This is the same people 


_ which calls you ‘La Morente oe ne ae a 
Skinned One).” So 


_ During successive appa ] ons, juan Diego Bee 
greeted Mary as My. Lady and Little Mother. ie 


Pope John Paul in his. homily greeted fer See 
“Mother cal NOS y Latin Arerica oe 
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Dominican Republic. The pope also kissed the ground 
upon janding in Mexico.—NC photo 


range of theological thought that seeks to find in the 
Christian message grounds for concrete political action 
on behalf of the poor. 


The pope neither praised nor condemned the 
movement as a whole, but he issued a stern warning 
against trends within the movement based on theories of 
violence or class struggle. He emphasized that the 
church favors liberation of the whole man and that this 
means most fundamentally liberation from sin to love. 

He said the church's mission of preaching the gospel 
demands that it do all in its power to end injustice and 
“make systems and structures more human.” 


AT THE SAME TIME, he sharply warned against 
ignoring God in the struggle for human rights and against 
tying the gospel message to specific political or 
economic systems or theories. “There is no economic 
rule” that can solve human problems “by itself,” the pope 
said. 

He called the church’s defense of human rights and 
criticism of violence a gospel- based “commitment to the 
most needy. 


“IN FIDELITY to this commitment, the church wishes 
to stay free with regard to the competing systems, in 
order to opt only for man,” he added. 


Barely more than 100 days into his pontificate and with 
the eyes of the world focused on him, the pope chose 
the central occasion of his first trip outside Italy to 
express in careful detail his views on how the church 
must relate to society. 


He gave a clue to his thinking on that issue a few days 
earlier on the papal plane when a West German television 
reporter asked him about liberation theology. 


HE ANSWERED: “If you mean liberation in the socio- 
political sense, it’s not theology, it’s a fact of sociology and 
politics. If you mean liberation by religion, that’s no new 
thing, it’s as old as the church.” 


Whatever the effects of the pope’s trip on church 
diplomatic or intellectual life might be, however, for the 
millions who saw him in person or on television, the trip 
had a more fundamental meaning. 


A pope coming to Latin America and kissing the ground 
and meeting with the people showed Latin Americans a 
caring pope. 

HIS VISIT toaslum outside Santo Domingo showed poor 
people around the world he cares for them. In Mexico, his 
trip Jan. 29 to meet with Indians inOaxaca showed people 
he cares about diverse peoples and minority cultures. 


And scheduled visits to children and the aged, to the 
poor in Guadalajara; and to workers in Monterrey showed 
young and old, poor and workers that he cares aboutthem. 


The popeis sensitiveto symbolism, andthe outstanding 
feature of his first trip was that through it he dramaticaily 
symbolized a care and concern for people of all kinds, 
from all walks of life, especially the weak and 


disadvantaged. 
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TeleNews 


World 


VATICAN CITY—The day before his departure for 
Latin America, Pope John Paul II praised the 
heroism of Mexican Catholics for enduring church 
persecution in the 1920s and 1930s. 

LONDON—In a letter to Western church 
leaders and statesmen, Russian and Lithuanian 
Christians called for a United Nations agreement 
giving international recognition to the religious 
rights of believers. 

WARSAW, Poland—Defining the legal status of 
the Catholic Church in Poland was a key topic Jan. 
24 at a four-hour meeting between Cardinal Stefan 
Wyszynski of Warsaw, primate of Poland, and 
Communist Party leader Edward Gierek. 

MONTREAL—The devaluation of the Canadian 
dollar has wiped out about $60,000 from funds 
available to Third World self-help projects from the 
Canadian Catholic Organization for Development 
and Peace. 

VATICAN CITY—Pope John Paul |! formally 
accepted the request of the Chilean and Argentine 
governments to mediate their dispute over islands 
in the Beagle Channel at the southern tip of South 
America. 

VATICAN CITY—Cardinal Leo Suenens of 
Malines-Brussels, Belgium, president. of the 
Belgian Bishops’ Conference, will represent the 
conference at celebrations in Poland next May 13 
for the 900th anniversary of the death of St. 
Stanislaus. 


National 


WASHINGTON—The National Conference of 
Catholic Charities and the U.S. Catholic Con- 
ference have joined a coalition of more than 115 
organizations opposing Social Security benefits 
cuts proposed by the Carter administration. 

CHICAGO—The majority of American men 
between ages 18 and 49 believe in a Supreme 
Being but do not attend church regularly, 
according to a Harris poll conducted for Playboy 
magazine. 

WASHINGTON— The executive director of a 


Catholic social'justice lobby criticized efforts to. 


defeat political candidates solely on the basis of 
their opposition to a constitutional amendment to 
restrict legal abortion. 

GRAYMOOR, N.Y.—Formation of a joint “ini- 
tiating committee” of Catholics and Lutherans 
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Identical twins, Fathers Joseph, left, and John 
Beattie proudly hold their second cousins, 
identical twins Camilla and Jennifer Beattie 
after the girls’ baptism at St: Mary Magdalen 
church in Wilmington, Del. . 


seeking to “heal the breach” of the 16th-century 
Reformation was announced by the Graymoor 
Ecumenical Institute and the publishers of the 
Lutheran Forum. 

WASHINGTON—A national Catholic anti-poverty 
agency praised the “tremendous potential” of the 
National Consumer Cooperative Bank for meeting 
the needs of low-income cooperatives and offered 
to assist the bank once it becomes operational later 
this year. 

NASHVILLE—AlImost a fourth (22.8 percent) of 
all Roman Catholics read the Bible somewhere 
between one and 10 times a month, according toa 
survey recently conducted by the Christian Bible 
Society. Even so, more Roman Catholics indicated 
they do not read the Bible at all (56.0 percent) than 
Protestants (26.5 percent) or Jews (54.8 percent). 

MILWAUKEE—The so-called ‘divisiveness 
doctrine,” which holds that laws passed under 
religious motivation are unconstitutional, will 
probably soon land in the judicial scrapheap, 
according to Robert Destro, general counsel forthe 
Catholic League for Religious and Civil Rights. 

WASHINGTON—The U.S. Supreme Court re- 
fused to hear challenges to a New Jersey blue law 
which bans the sale of some items on Sundays. 
Challenges to blue laws in Maryland and Pennsyl- 
vania previously failed before the court. 


~NEW YORK—More than 50, Protestants and 
“Roman Catholic institutions and agencies, 
including the Diocese of Lansing, Mich., have 
joined in a new campaign to influence investments 
of American companies in South Africa. 


People 


Cardinal Reginald John Delargey of Wellington, 
New Zealand, died Jan. 29 in Mater Misericordiae 
Clinic in Wellington after a long illness. He was 64. 


Father Rosario Stroscio, a missionary in India for 
40 years, was expelled by the government although 
no charges were made against him and he was 
supported by prominent Catholics, including 
Cardinal Lawrence Picachy of Calcutta. 


Bishop John J. Rudin of Musoma, Tanzania, a62- 
year-old native of Pittsfield, Mass., has resigned for 
reasons of health. Pope John Paul Il named 38- 
year-old Father Anthony Mayala, a priest of the 
diocese of Mwanza, to succeed Bishop Rudin... - 

Msgr. George G. Higgins, U.S. Catholic 
Conference secretary for special concerns, has 
been named special mediator ina dispute between 
the United Farm Workers of America and Growers 
in California’s Imperial Valley. 


PIANO RENTALS 


LOW RATES’ NO DEPOSIT 
See Bill McNamara for 


SPECIAL DISCOUNTS ON 
GREAT PIANO BUYS AND RENTALS 


PIANOS WHOLESALE 
10407 Friars Rd., San Diego 280-3055 


Now Available: 
Father John Tickle on cassette tapes 
$3.50 each (plus 6% sales tax, postage & handling) 


# 379 Liberty, Peace And Justice 
# 380 Helping The Young Become Spiritual 
# 381 Reflections of Jesus, the Master Teacher 
# 382 How To Get And Keep Volunteers 
# 383 Planning Youth Liturgies 
~ # 384 Praying With Children 
# 385 You Got To Feel Neat To Feel To Live 
# 389 How To Set ‘Em Up 
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# 391 What To Do With ‘Em Then 
#446 How To Be Christian In This Crazy World 


Mail or 
Phone 

Today! 
282-9841 


FLEET AUDIO 
4594 30th St., San Diego, CA 92116 


Noticias breves 


PUEBLA, México— Inaugurando la tercera 
asamblea de los obispos Latino Americanos, el 28 
de enero, el Papa Juan Pablo!! dijo que la misién de 
la iglesia para predicar el evangelio demanda todo 
lo que esta en su poder para finalizar la injusticia y 
“hacer los sistemas y estructuras mas humanos.” 
Sin embargo, el papa advirtié en contra de atar el 
mensaje del evangelio a especificos sistemas 
politicos 6 econémicos 4 teorias. . 


ROMA—Iniciando su “peregrinaci6n de fé,” el 
Papa Juan Pablo II salid de Roma el 25 de enero 
hacia Santo Domingo y México en su primer viaje 
fuera de Italia desde que fuera electo para el 
papado en octubre de 1978. Se programa el 
regreso del Papa para el lo de febrero. Presidio la 
apertura de la Tercera Asamblea General de 
Obispos de América Latina, en Puebla, México, el 
28 de enero, la cual fué la ocasion del viaje. 

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO—E! dia previo a su 
partida para América Latina, el Papa Juan Pablo Il 
elogid el heroismo de los catdlicos mexicanos 

- durante las persecuciones sufridas en las décadas 
de los anos 20 y 30 de este siglo. La audiencia fué 


televisada en vivo para el publico de México por 


técnicos de la Televisi6n mexicana. 

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO—E|I Papa Juan Pablo II 
puso énfasis en la comunion de los obispos entre si 
y con el Papa en un discurso del 23 de enero al 
Consejo permanente de la Conferencia Italiana de 
Obispos, 

SANTO DOMINGO, Repdblica Dominicana— 
Desde que se anuncidé la visita del Papa Juan Pablo 
ll, se concité la atencidn mundial sobre la 
Republica Dominicana donde el Presidente 


Antonio Guzman, catdlico practicante, parece - 


tener un amplio apoyo en su esfuerzo en favor de la 
democracia. 

SAN SALVADOR, E! Salvador—Todas las misas 
en El Salvador, salvo una misa funeral por un 
sacerdote asesinado, fueron suspendidas el 
domingo 21 de enero, como protesta por el 
asesinato a balazos del Padre Octavio Ortiz. 

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO—E! Papa Juan Pablo II 
acepto formalmente el pedido de los gobiernos de 
Chile y la Argentina de que mediara en su disputa 
sobre sus respectivos derechos ‘relativos a unas 
islas situadas en el Canal de Beagle, en el extremo 
sur de Sudamérica, sobre e| océano Pacifico. 
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SHRINE OF SAINT JUDE, 2390 BUSH ST. San Francisco (94115) 
C7 OOFroIdVe Kane, O:P; 


My Petition is 


NAME: 
STREET: 
CITY: 
STATE: 
ZIP CODE: 


“5PM 


: 


ae 
oe 


STEWARDSHIP. POSTER—This is the 
official poster for the Stewardship ’79 


program. Copies will be distributed 
throughout the San Diego diocese. 
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Time, talent and treasure 
needed to live stewardship 


Southern Cross Reporter 


SAN DIEGO—The San Diego diocesan 
Stewardship '79 office is aboutto distribute 
brochures and posters explaining and 
promoting the Stewardship theme, “A Way 
of Christian Living.” 


The materials are expected to arrive at 
the parishes sometime next week, accord- 
ing to James Bastis, director of communi- 
cations for the diocese. 


“MANY of the pastors have expressed 
enthusiasm and are anxious to get the 
program started in their parishes.” said 
Bastis. 


Stewardship ‘79 officially began last 
week with clergy conferences in San Diego 
and El Centro. 


The first Stewardship sermon is sched- 
uled for Feb. 18, andthe secondonFeb. 25, 
which will be the first commitment 
Sunday, when parishioners have their 
opportunity to pledge time, talent and 
treasure. 


AND TIME and talent are being empha- 
sized as much as treasure, said Bastis. All 
three aspects are necessary for people to 
practice stewardship as a Christian way of 
living, he added. 


The treasure enables the diocese and 
the parishes to continue existing pro- 
grams and begin new ones to better serve 
the people of God, he said. 


“The money the parishes receive allows 
them to maintain their programs, such as 
CCD, which creates the need for people to 
donate. their time and talent,” Bastis 
explained. 


AND THE PARISH also benefits with 
greater community development as 


parishioners join together in sharing their 
gifts, he added. 


Father William Kraft, director of Stew- 
ardship '79, said “If Christians are offering 
time and talent in a viable commitment, 
then there isa natural flow of wanting to buy 
into the program. 


“They want to.share their own material 
possessions with those in need inreturning 
thanks to God for giving us the redeeming 
love of his son. 


“THERE IS almost a hunger for fulfilling 
an inner need to express this thanksgiv- 
ing,” he added. 


Contributing one’s treasure completes 
the holistic approach to Stewardship,” 
Father Kraft said. 


The financial goal of Stewardship '79 is 
$1,350,000. Of that amount $350,000 or 
more will go to parishes in the form of 
rebates. 

THE PARISHES will receive 35 percent of 
the goal amount and all funds in excess. 


The diocese will receive $950,000, 
which will be used for education, priestly 
formation and assistance, Catholic Com- 
munity Services social programs and 
diocesan development. 


The dioceses of Tijuana and Mexicali, 
Mexican neighbors of the San Diego 
diocese, will receive $25,000 each as part 
or the universal church aspect of Steward- 
ship '79. 

THE STEWARDSHIP Office currently is 
contacting parish volunteers—chairper- 
sons and secretaries—welcoming them to 


- the Stewardship team and informing them 


of the area meetings, Feb. 13-15. 

The meeting will inform the parish 
volunteers on the operation of Stewardship 
'79 and their roles in their parishes. 


‘Baby’ San Bernardino diocese seeking funds 


By Mary Sanchez 
SC correspondent 

SAN BERNARDINO—“The. mother hen 
has kicked us out of her nest. We're on our 
own.” 

That's the way Bishop Phillip F. Straling 
characterized the situation of the “baby 
diocese” of San Bernardino, which can no 
longer depend on its mother diocese of San 
Diego for “spending money.” 

HE SPOKE, along with the diocesan 
business manager, Deacon JackF. Clinton, 
at a series of deanery-level meetings last 
week at the Diocesan Pastoral Center. 


The difference between a baby chick's 
needs and that of a diocese is that it will 
take $500,000 for the diocese to set up 


housekeeping. That's the amount the ~ 


deaneries have been commissioned to 
raise in a special Diocesan Establishment 
Fund campaign. 


Deacon Clinton called the campaign “a 
once-in-an-eon fund raiser that will allow 
people in your deanery to become found- 
ers of a new diocese.” How the half-million 
dollars is raised will be limited only by the 
imagination of the committee people in 
each deanery, he said. 


Delegates were chosen by their pastors 


Catholic schools prepare 
to celebrate special week 


Southern Cross Reporter 


Catholic schools throughout the’ San 
Diego diocese are preparing to celebrate 
their special week, Feb. 4-10. 

Catholic Schools Week 1979 begins 
Sunday with the theme “Next to the 
Family, the Catholic School,” which ties its 
activities to the Plan for Pastoral Action for 
Family Ministry. i 

THE PLAN is a 10-year program which 
the National Conference of Catholic 
Bishops began in May 1978 to promote 
family life. 


Special liturgies, programs, exhibits, 
open houses and other activities are 
planned by many Catholic schools in the 
diocese. 


St. Kieran’s School, El Cajon, will begin 
the week-long observances with a mass at 
8:15 a.m. Sunday. On Thursday, Feb. 8, a 
program dedicated to the community will 
feature an international dime-a-dip dinner, 
representing nine countries. 


EACH classroom will be decorated in an 
appropriate motif and an atmosphere of 
that particular country will be stressed. 


Stella Maris Academy, La Jolla, will 
begin the week with a special liturgy 
planned by the fifth-grade class for 
students and their parents. 

DURING the week special programs 
include classroom exchanges, a parents’ 
night and a “Fun Day” with treats, 
entertainment and special curriculum for- 


the children. 


All Hallows Academy, also in La Jolla, 
will start off the week with a 9 a.m. mass 
followed by classroom visiting on Monday, 
Feb. 5. 


Rounding out the week will be a Student 
Appreciation Day, Parent Appreciation 
Day, a soccer game, classroom parties 
with guests and Faculty Appreciation Day. 


ASPELL-A-THON will highlight activities 
at St. Michael School, San Diego. Students 


- solicited financial pledges from sponsors 


for each word the students spell correctly. 
The money will help to combat Multiple 
Sclerosis. 


AtSt. Francis School, Vista, anartcontest 
for students will be sponsored by All State 
Savings and Loan. Open house will be held 
Feb. 5 and6 from 9 a.m.-noon, anda family 
mass is scheduled for Feb. 7. 


Also featuring an open house on Feb. 5, 
will be Our Lady of Guadalupe School, 
Calexico. 


A WALT DISNEY movie, a faculty- 
student softball game and a Mini- 
Olympics are among other events 
scheduled at the Calexico school. - 


Nazareth School, San Diego, will 
celebrate the week with a Bible display in 
the school auditorium from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m., Feb. 5-7. Faculty and students of 
local schools are invited. 

Similar activities are expected to be 
conducted at other Catholic schools 
throughout the diocese. 


for the deanery-level meetings held in the 
mortgaged, $237 ,000officebuildingwhich 


houses the Diocesan Pastoral Center—the | 


bishop’s and other diocesan administra- 
tors’ offices. Itstillis sparsely furnished. 


IN ADDITION tothe building, the diocese 
is purchasing a lot for $90,000, as well as 
furnishings for the center. The lot, which 
contains a rental residence, will be cleared 
later for a parking lot, according to Bishop 
Straling. 


Also, “we are now paying the cost of 17 to 
20 seminarians, and we’re $300,000 inthe 
hole,” he said. The training for each 
seminarian costs about $6,000 annually. 


Bishop Straling promised “an open, 
honest policy’ regarding all diocesan 
expenditures. “Thereisnowaywecanmeet 
our duties and obligations unless we have 
suchapolicy,” hesaid. 


THE BISHOP explained that the diocese 
has been financially onitsownsince Nov.6, 
the date of his ordination, 


“We can no longer write to San Diego for 
money to support our programs, and when 
we moved in here, we didn’t have so much 
as a typewriter,” he said, adding, “It’s good 
to be on your own. Still, we do feel the 
pains of getting started.” 


FUND DRIVE BEGINS—Deacon Jack 


i Clinton, San Bernardino diocesan 
business manager, explains the 
diocese’s Founders’ Fund campaign to 
members of the Palm Springs deanery. 


He said there are three categories of 
funding forthe diocese: 

(1) Parish loans. Parishes have loaned 
the diocese $3 million, which they had 
earmarked fortheirown building programs 
or special projects. In turn, $2.5 million of 
that money has been loaned back to 
parishes, leaving $500,000, which the 
diocese borrowed to purchase the 
properties and furnishings. 


(2) Monthly assessments. Each parish 
is assessed at a rate of 14 percent for 
diocesan operations and 2 percent for 
priests’ pensions and insurance. The 
diocese’s various ministries are being 
funded by the parish assessments. 


(3) Stewardship. “This has a familiar 
ring to it, and unfortunately, for some in 
this diocese, it has a negative tone,” said 
the bishop. 

An $800,000 diocesan-wide Develop- 
ment and Ministry (stewardship) drive is 
expected to begin in the spring. 

Deacon Clinton is directing both the 
$500,000 Diocesan Establishment, or 
founders’ campaign, as well as the all- 
parish Development/Ministry drive, for 
which details will be announced in about 
two months. 


a 


Deacon Clinton and Bishop Phillip F. 
Straling met with all five deaneries in 
the diocese as part of the campaign to 
raise $500,000 to establish the new 
diocese.—SC photo 
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_Pope speaks © 


In the abundant documentation with which you 
have prepared this conference, especially in the 
contributions of many churches, a certain 
uneasiness is at times noticed with regard to the 
very interpretation of the nature and mission of the 
church. 

Allusion is made, for instance, to the separation 
that some set up between the church and the 
kingdom of God. The kingdom of God is emptied of 
its full content and is understood in:a rather 
secularist sense: 

It is interpreted as being reached not by faith and 
membership in the church but by the mere 
changing of structures and social and political 
involvement, and as being present wherever there 
is a certain type of involvement and activity for 
justice. 

This is to forget that “the church receives the 
mission to proclaim and to establish among all 
peoples the kingdom of Christ and of God. She 
becomes on earth the seed and beginning of that 
kingdom” (Lumen Gentium, 5). 

In one of his beautiful catechetical instructions 
Pope John Paul !, speaking of the virtue of hope, 
warned that “it is wrong to state that political, 
economic and social liberation coincides with 
salvation in Jesus Christ, that the ‘regnum dei’ 
(kingdom of God) is identified with the ‘regnum 
hominis’” (kingdom of man). 

In some cases an attitude of mistrust is produced 
with regard to the “instututional” or “official” 
church, which is considered as alienating, as 
opposed to another church of the people, one 
“springing from the people” and taking concrete 
form in the poor. 

These positions could contain different, not 
always easily measured, degrees of familiar 
ideological forms of conditioning. The (Second 
Vatican) council has reminded us what is the 
nature and mission of the church. It has reminded 
us how her profound unity and permanent 
construction are contributed to by those who are 
responsible for the ministry of the community and 
have to count on the collaboration of the whole 
People of God. 

In fact, “if the gospel that we proclaim is seen to 
be rent by doctrinal disputes, ideological polariza- 
tions or mutual condemnations among Christ- 


ians, at the mercy of the latters’ differing views on 


Opinion Forum 
Readers’ letters 


True mission of the church 


Pope John Paul Il begins an outdoor mass at the 
large Independencia Plaza in Santo Domingo. 
An estimated 250,000 attended the evening 
mass. 


Christ and the church and even because of their 
different concepts of society and human institu- 
tions, how can those to whom we address our 
preaching fail to be disturbed, disoriented, even 
scandalized?” (Evangelii Nuntiandi 77). 

The truth that we owe to man is, first and 
foremost, a truth about man. As witnesses of Jesus 
Christ we are heralds, spokesmen and servants of 
this truth. We cannot reduce it to the principles of a 
system of philosophy or to pure political activity. 
We cannot forget it or betray it.—To Latin American 
bishops at the CELAM conference 


Greetings for the poor 


| would like to respond today to the challenge of 
the present moment, proposing a light of hope, for 
the here and now and the future, through 
announcement of the “good news,” which is united 
in Christ the Savior, Son of God and oldest brother 
of men. 


The pope wants to be close to this evangelical 


church, to further its efforts, to bringnew hopeinits — 


hope, to help it discern its path better, empowering 
or modifying its advantages, so that it can be more 
faithful each time to its mission: that received from 
Jesus, that of Peter and his successors, that of the 
apostles and their followers. 


The pope would like to reserve his wishes and 
most affectionate greeting for the poor, the small 
landholders, the sick and unknown, who feel close 
to the church, who love it, who follow Christ even 
through obstacles and who with admirable human 
feelings practice solidarity, hospitality, the honest 
and hopeful joy, for which God prepares his reward. 


In thinking of the best of these good and 


- generous people, | trust that responsible people, 


Catholics and men of good will of the Dominican 
Republic and in all of Latin America, will undertake 
their best energies, will widen the frontiers of their 
creativity, to build a more humane, and atthe same 
time, a more Christian world. This is the call the 
pope makes to you.—Upon arrival in Santo 
Domingo, Dominican Republic 


Heroism of Mexican Catholics 


The cathedrals, churches, palaces, municipal 
buildings built in Mexico after its Christianization 
are an eloquent expression of that marvelous 
symbiosis that the Mexican people have been able 
to work out between the best elements of its past 
and those of its Christian future into which it was 
then entering. 

However—and here is another of its merits—in 
the midst.of modern political, technical and civil 
progress, the Mexican soul shows clearly its will to 
be and remain Christian. 


And in difficult times of the past, now happily 
over, the Mexican demonstrated not good religious 
sentiments but a strength and firmness of faith 
indeed at times heroic. 


| come from a nation whose heart beats in the 
great. Marian sanctuaries, especially in the 
sanctuary of Jasna Gora. 

This permits me to understand the people, the 
peoples, the church, the continent, whose heart 
beats in the sanctuary of the mother of God at 
Guadalupe. | hope that this may open to me the way 
to the heart of that church, of that people, and of. 


_that continent.—To a general audience the day 
before his departure to Mexico FON 


Schools don’t pay for news coverage 


Enclosed is $8 for a full year’s sub- 
scription to the Southern Cross. | hesitate 
sending in this subscription because of 
the editorial policy of charging for news 
coverage. 


I've been in the diocese for five years 
and have noticed just how little you seem 
to value any local parochial schools news. 
Recently | learned the reason—you charge 
to cover such items. 


I've never heard of such a newspaper 
policy unless one is placing an ad. 


If it wasn't that we believe we should be 
somewhat informed on diocesan news, we 
would not subscribe to this paper. 


May | ask for a reply which could show 
us reason for your money-making policy in 
regard to news coverage. Thank you in 
advance for your explanation. 


Sister Maureen Rooney 
Sisters of the Holy Cross 
La Jolla 


(The Southern Cross does NOT charge for 
the insertion of news from schools and 
never has. A few years ago a special 
section on schools was run as a paid 
supplement, arranged and edited by the 
Department of Education. Perhaps 
that is where the confusion exists. 
We are always more than pleased to 
receive interesting items and pictures 
from schools, which will be considered for 
publication along with all the other 


- material of interest generated each week 


for SC readers.—Ed) 


Was the child Jesus disciplined? 


Please find enclosed the Ask and Learn 
section of the “National Catholic Register, 
Jan. 14, which treats the statement of 
Father (John) Castelot in the “Know Your 
Faith” material (SC, Sept. 21) that Jesus 
was disciplined: 

Q. In a recent article in the syndicated 
department, “Know Your Faith,” the 
statement was made: “It would have been 
Mary, with Joseph, who taught him (the 
Child Jesus) to walk and talk, coaxed him 
*+ eat, dried his tears, disciplined him.” | 


stick at the words “disciplined.” Could the 
Son of God be disciplined? 


A. Webster's defines “discipline” as a 
verb meaning: 


“1. To punish or penalize for the sake of 
discipline. 

“2. To train or develop by instruction 
and exercise, especially in self-control.” 


Under neither of these heads could the 
Child Jesus have needed discipline. He 
was Man, but not mere man. By virtue of 
the sublime union by which human and 
divine natures were united in Jesus Christ 
in the sole person of the eternal Son of 
God, any wayward act would have reacted 
against God himself, so that the impossi- 
ble blasphemy would. have to be uttered: 
“God as child was disobedient.” 


The Son of God, even as an infant, had 
no wayward impulses. These emotions 
and weaknesses, even though not always 
objective sins, result: from: original sin, 
from which the Son of the Virgin was 
necessarily free. : 


lf Adam and Eve had had children inthe 
state of innocence, they would have 
guided and nurtured them but not have 
punished them, since these children 
could have had no tendencies to act 
against reason, even though it was 
undeveloped in them. 


To say that the child Jesus, even in his 
tenderest years, had to be disciplined 
goes against the dogma of faith, which 
says that Christ's sensual nature was 
completely subordinate to the direction of 
reason. ; 


The Fifth General Council of Constanti- 
nople (A.D. 553) condemned the teaching 
of Theodore of Mopsuestia that Christ 
“was burdened with the passions of the 
soul and the desires of the flesh.” This is 
equally applicable to the infant Jesus, who 
moreover had the beatific vision and 
infused knowledge to guard him from all 
unreason. 

Father Joseph Busch, SVD 
Divine Word Seminary 
Riverside 


About the Catholic League for Rights 

We've all heard of the Jewish Anti- 
Defamation League, and the work they do 
to combat prejudice against Jews; we've 
all heard of the ACLU. (Sometimes I’m not 
certain whether the acronym means 
“American Criminals’ Liberties Union” or 
“Anti-Christian Liberties Union” when | 
read of some of their activities—such as 
banning the singing of Christmas carols, 
etc.) 


But | wonder how many Catholics are 
aware of the Catholic League for Religious 
and Civil Rights? 


Most of us are aware that there is a good 
deal of religious prejudice directed toward 
Catholics, such as the charges by pro- 
abortionists that pro-life groups are 
composed of Catholics trying to “impose” 
their religious beliefs upon others. 


But I’ve been astounded by the depth of 
the hostility and the number of subtle 
attacks upon Catholicism I’ve learned of 
since receiving the Catholic League 
newsletter. 

“| regard prejudice against (the Catho- 
lic) church as the deepest bias in the 
history of the American people.”—Pro- 
fessor Arthur M. Schlesinger, Sr., Harvard 
University. 

Now that Catholics do have a “watch- 
dog” for our religious and civil rights, | 
think more Catholics should help them in 
their work by subscribing to the news- 
letter, for a mere $10 per year. (This is 
membership in the League; the newsletter 
is sent to all members.) 

The address: Catholic League, 1100 
West Wells St., Milwaukee, Wis. 53233 


Ruth E. Augustine 
San Diego 


Parishioner parises pastor 

Reading the Southern Cross has be- 
come a highlight in my rather dull week. | 
especially enjoy Opinion Forum. Recently, 
| have seen many people writing in to give 
long overdue praise and gratitude té'their 
pastors and parish priests. 


This inspired me to step forward and 
make mention of our fantastic pastor, 
Msgr. Thomas Prendergast, of Santa 
Sophia church in Spring Valley. He is a 
living example of what an earthly repre- 
sentative of Christ should be. 


Despite his many duties and respon- 
sibilities, he is never too busy or tootired to 
listen to a plea for help or just a shoulder to 
lean on. Msgr. Prendergast has brought 
the light of Christ to our community. We 
thank God for this great gift He has given to 
us. 


Name withheld 


Thanks for ‘cooperative spirit’ 


Please accept sincere thanks for your 
fine cooperative spirit, and for the 
exposure your medium contributed to- 
ward the beautiful Christmas musical, 


“The Living Christmas Tree.” 


This annual production by the Skyline 
Wesleyan Church is becoming more and 
more a San Diego tradition. More than 
7,000 men, women and children enjoyed 
this year’s musical, including those from 
homes for the elderly and underpriviliged. 


Bill Floyd 
Skyline Wesleyan Church 
San Diego 


Accolades for SC 


| always have enjoyed reading the 
Southern Cross. | read it from cover to 
cover. 


1.P., Escondido 
It is a fine paper and | truly do enjoy it. 
¢ M.D., San Diego 


. Letters should not exceed 200 words and 
must be signed with full name, address, and 
telephone number. Name of sender will be 
withheld upon request. Unsigned letters will 
not be published. 


Letters should be addressed to Opinion 
Forum, Southern Cross, P.0. Box 81869, San 
Diego, CA 92138. 


We were talking 


By Enid Lanyon 


We were talking...about dimensions 

_ to life of which we are ignorant or with 

which we are unfamiliar, and how 

readily we reject what we do not 
understand. 

Some time ago | purchased a print 

of an old picture showing. an angel 

guarding the passage of two children 


over a narrow bridge spanning a | 


mountain torrent. It was a replica of 
one that had once hung above my bed 
and | intended it for my grandchild. 

BEFORE MAKING the gift | found 
myself hesitating, wondering if the 
child’s parents might find it “old- 
fashioned” and wondering too, what 
they are teaching about guardian 
angels in religion classes these days. 
The incident came to mind again a 
few days ago after reading Elizabeth 
Kubler-Ross’ latest book, “To live until 
we say goodbye.” 

One of the dying cancer patients 
featured in the book speaks quite 
unself-consciously of two spiritual 
“suides” assigned to help her both in 
this world and beyond. | thought back 
to a seminar | had once attended 
where a group of people involved in a 
form of para-psychology expounded 


A look at books 
By Father Charles Dollen 


THE FIRST SIX HUNDRED YEARS by Jean 
Danielou, SJ, and-Henri Marrou: Paulist 
Press, 545 Island Rd., Ransey, NJ‘07446. 
523 pages. $19.95. 


Volume one of a new series, “The 
Christian Centuries,” has just been 
translated from the French, and it is a 
’ remarkable work of scholarship. . 


Danielou has the first three centuries 
and Marrou takes the second three. Each 


man brings penetrating research and 


ability to his work. 


The history of the Catholic church — 


begins with the Pentecost experience, for 
it was then that it broke out into the world 


On the screens 
By T. Fabre 


During 1978, domestic box office 
receipts for motion pictures were at an all- 
time high—$2.73 billion, up some 15 
percent over 1977’s record of $2.37 
billion. 


Domestic box office includes only 
theaters in the United States and Canada. 
Not included, therefore, in these esti- 
mates of record-breaking income are the 
always. sizable profits that Hollywood 
earns in foreign countries. 


Top-earning film of the year was. 


“Grease” with $83,091,000 in rentals, 
followed by “Saturday Night Fever” with 
$63,363,000. Both films starred John 
Travolta and were released by Paramount. 


In 1977 20th Century Fox's “Star Wars” 
was first with an incredible $127 million. 
In its 1978 reissue it brought in another 
$38,375,000 and placed eighth at the box 
office. 


The current prosperity of the film 
industry is quite relative, however, and is 
nothing in comparison to what it might be 
if Hollywood managed to broaden its 
appeal. As it is, the marketing focus of the 
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~ Companions on the way 


the theory of “spirit helpers” available 
to each person and who could be 
contacted through a process which, 
although a-religious, sounded very 
much like prayer. 


It is interesting that at a time when 
many in the church seem to have 
relegated the concept of angels, 
guardian or otherwise, to the kinder- 
garten, it should be appearing in other 
guises among people outside the 
church who try to plumb the myster- 
ies of life and death. But guardian 
angels have been around a long time 


-and very likely will be around a lot 


longer. 


KARL RAHNER has said that “the 
great danger at the present time is 
that affirmation about angels in the 
teaching of the Christian faith will be 
rejected as mythology which is no 
longer credible.” Yet Vatican II did not 
throw out the idea of angels, but 
reaffirmed them as objects of venera- 
tion in common with martyrs, saints 
and the Blessed Virgin Mary. 


All that is really taught as matter of 
dogma is the existence of a spiritual 
creation consisting of angels, but 


of men. Almost as soon it made its markon 
the world outside of Judaism and clashed 
with the Roman Empire. 


The early church had to endure two 
scathing attacks. One was the Roman 
persecutions and assorted minor ones 
throughout the first three centuries. The 
other was the cross of heresy that tested 
the orthodox faith. The average reader 
may feel that too much attention is paid to 
individual heretics, but that is the stuft of 
history. 


Marrou takes up the narrative as a 
highly purified church faced the last of the 
great persecutions. Then it was liberated 
by the peace of Constantine, only to face 


belief in angels who assist men and 
women as guardians, companions 
and intercessors has been consistent 
since early Jewish times, and parti- 
cularly among the Essenes. The New 
Testament took over this view and 
both the tradition and liturgy of the 
church acknowledge it. 


If that sounds rather like a plea for 
renewed belief in the assignment of 
particular angels—or spirits—to parti- 
cular people, well, so it is! Angels are 
needed more than ever today with the 
appalling alienation of mankind from 
God, nature and other men. In this 
increasingly impersonal world we are 
witnessing terrible loneliness and 
desperation. — 


WE NEED to feel that we are not 
abandoned, not alone in this difficult 
and cold world. The way through life 
and death is frightening and we need 
companions on the way. 


God, of course, is always with us. 
His love and protection are greater 
than any imaginable and our loneli- 
ness is swept away in him. But the 
relationship we share with angels is a 
different one—with our particular 


its first skirmish with secularism. It almost 
seemed that overnight the empire clam- 
ored for Christianity and the church 
simply did not have enough trained 
pastors to go around. 


This was to be a chronic problem until 
the Council of Trent established semin- 


‘aries for the thorough training of priests. 


But the church turned-to bravely in the 
fourth century, eventually even going out 
to convert the “pagani,” those who lived 
out in the country. 


By the fifth and sixth century, we see 
increasing divergence between the East- 
ern and Western churches. The great 
ecumenical councils occurred fairly fre- 
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angels, that is. Like us, angels are 
creatures and not without flaw before 
God. We have, so to speak, something 
in common. 

And can we validly reject something 
of which we know so little? Can we 
presume that such inhabitants of the 
spiritual world do not exist? There are 
dimensions to created existence far 
beyond our scientific or empirical 
experience. Should we ridicule those 
who claim experiential knowledge of 
guardian spirits merely because they 
are outside our own experience? 


| HOPE NOT. | hope that angels will 
always be persona grata in our world. | 
hope my grandchildren may trust in 
the guardianship of angel compan- 
ions in their way through life and into 
death. In such relationships they may 
grow familiar with the element of 
transcendence in themselves and 
narrow the gap between what is 
material and what is spiritual. 

Angels, after all, are messengers of 
God traditionally and sooner or later 
must lead to him. And since we are 
still children in the infinite world of the 
spirit, we need a friend to take our 
hand and help us on the way. 


- Books to deal with history of church 


quently as human theology tried to 
express divine truths in words men could 
understand. 


The great Christological debates of 
those centuries hammered out the doc- 
trines we learned so dutifully in catechism 
class. 


By the end of the sixth century, 
medieval Christianity had emerged, a 
period that would go through the age of 
Bernard and Aquinas right up to the Refor- 
mation. 


Later books in the series will treat of 
those centuries. If they are as well done 
and as thorough as this volume, they will 
be ascholarly adventure in church history. 


Film industry prosperity is relative 


industry today is the 13-to-30-year-old age 
group. 

Even the Disney organization, it seems, 
is being compelled to compete in this 
narrow spectrum of the population. In 
1979 Buena Vista, the Disney distributing 
company, will be doing what had been 
considered unthinkable, namely distribu- 
ting PG-rated films. The reason is that G- 
rated films can’t be sold to the 13-to-30- 
year-old generation. 


It is the PG-rated film that continues to 
pose serious problems for parents. The PG 
means “Parental guidance suggested, 
some material may not be suitable for pre- 
teenagers.” 


The U.S. Catholic Conference notes that 
of the 164 films its Office for Film and 
Broadcasting reviewed and classified last 
year 75 had been given a PG rating by the 
MPAA. Only 15 of these films, or 20 
percent of the PG total, were found to be 
suitable for adolescent viewing, while 45 
films, or 60 percent, were given an adult 
classification. 


The remaining 15 films bearing a PG 


SEE YOUR OBEDIENT SONI- J 
TOILING TO PREPARE THE 
EVENING- MEAL ForR-HIS 


SCRUBBING THE FLOOR S 
OF THE MONASTERY 


rating, or 20 percent, were judged to be 
morally objectionable, with two of these 
films even being given a condemned 
classification. In a word, the USCC found 
80 percent of all PG films it reviewed 
during the 1978 unacceptable for child- 
ren. 


The marketing focus on the 13-to-30- 
year-old segment will also explain why 
producers more and more seem to seek a 
PG rating. “Grease,” which was PG-rated, 
outgrossed “Saturday Night Fever,” which 
had an R (Restricted) rating, by $20 
million or 25 percent. 


That explains why Paramount has 
obtained a PG rating for a cleaned-up 
version of “Saturday Night Fever” and will 
rerelease it in order to exploit the sizable 
younger audience who presumably 
couldn't get to see it in its R version. 

* & & 


First run movies include The Lord of the 


~ Rings—This animated version of J.R.R. 


Tolkien's popular fantasy-epic is not likely 
to stir much enthusiasm beyond the circle 
of devout Tolkien admirers. 


The animation is good for the most part, 
but the principal characters have little to 
recommend them to the general viewer's 
interest. 


Since the evil characters are presented 
with far more verve and imagination than 
the good ones, “Rings” is not for younger 
children. (PG) For adults and adolescents. 


TV programs include Academy Leaders 
(Feb. 5, PBS, 9 p.m.)—This series consists 
of 34 short-subject films, all Academy 
Award Winners, chosen to represent a 
diversity of themes, nationalities, lengths 
and styles. 

The Hollywood Musicals (Feb.6, PBS, 8 
p.m.)—Gene Kelly,. Frank Sinatra and 
Jules Munshin are three sailors on a 24- 
hour sightseeing tour of New York City in 
the 1950 classic, “On the Town,” the first 
in a series of MGM musical productions. 

Dupont-Columbia Awards for Broadcast 


‘Journalism (Feb. 6, PBS, 10 p.m.)— 


Highlights from local and national news 
and public affairs programs will be shown 
during ceremonies honoring the 1977-78 
winners. NC News 
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San Bernardino workshop Z 


Evangelization means 
bringing people to God 


SC Correspondent 


SAN BERNARDINO— 
Participants at a four-hour 
evangelization workshop 
had a chance to practice 
what they learned. 


The workshop was led by 
Holy Spirit Joan Krogmeier, 
evangelization coordinator 
for Our Lady of the Rosary 
Cathedral. It was sponsored 
by the Catholic Daughters of 
the Americas. Thirteen 
parishes were represented 
at the San. Bernardino dio- 
cesan-wide program. 
program. 


THREE MAJOR compo- 
nents for evangelization 
were repeated throughout 
the session by Sister Krog- 
meier: 


—Hearing the Word of 
God—the message of God’s 
love in Jesus Christ; 
_—Having a radical 
change of heart or conver- 
sion; and, 

—Sharing the message 
with others. 

“If you skip any. of these 
components you: are not 
evangelizing,” she said. 

THE THIRD component, 


EVANGELIZATION LEADERS—At an evangelization 
workshop in the San Bernardino diocese on Jan. 27, 
Bishop Phillip F. Straling talks to Francee Dolan, left, 
regent for the Catholic Daughters of the Americas’ 
Court of Our Lady of Peace, which sponsored the 
four-hour workshop, and Holy Spirit Sister Joan 
Krogmeier, evangelization coordinator for Our Lady 
of the Rosary Cathedral, where the workshop was 


held.—SC photo _ 


Dentures 


EASY CREDIT TERMS on approved credit for 
Dental Plates, Partial Plates and Removable Bridges. 


All credit handled by our office. 
No Bank or Finance Co. involved. 


New Dentai Plates 
in One Day 


the sharing, has not been a 
strong point among most 
Catholics, Sister Krogmeier 
observed. 

‘‘Here’s where we as 
Catholics are coming to 
grips with our role as evan- 


gelizers. Most of you will say — 


you find it difficult to talk 
about your relationship 
with God,” she said. 


LATER inthe session, she 
pointed out that evangeli- 
zation is not necessarily 
bringing people in to the 
church, but to:God first. 

“Evangelization means to 
bring a. person to experi- 
ence God and to accept 
Jesus Christ. Only then can 
they be drawn to worship in 
a ‘church’ structure,” she 
said. 


Personal contact, heart- 
to-heart encounters. such 
as those Jesus had with 
Zaccheus, the Samaritan 
woman and Nicodemus are 
the most valuable forms of 
evangelization, Sister Krog- 
meier emphasized. , 


And rather than looking 
only to mission lands and to 
priests and sisters, each 
person can look into his or 
her own parish where there 
are many who have not 
really heard the gospel 
message, taken it to heart 
and been changed ae it, she 
said. 


SOME QUALITIES neces- 
sary for sharing the Good 
News are faithfulness to 
scripture, a love that ex- 
presses belief in the gospel 
message, an inner joy, 
mature faith, commitment 


- to the gospel and a life that 


has been transformed by 


~ the message, Sister Krog- 


meier said. 


The parish coffee hour, 
friendly greeetings, a pro- 


Since 1887 
BREYER’S Liquor Stores 


Complete Line of Liquors 


Wines and Beers 


360 E. 4th St., Perris 657-2225 
Also 5119 Jurupa, Riverside 


VIETNAMESE NEW YEAR—Bishop 
Phillip F. Straling administers com- 
munion to a Vietnamese woman at a 
special mass on Jan. 27 at St. Francis 
de Sales church, Riverside, to begin the 
Vietnamese New Year. 
ground is the Mai Tree, a traditional 


gram for welcoming new- 
comers and one-to-one 
contact are ways of evan- 
gelizing, she said. 


Participants were led in 
a “faith experience” to help 
them practice evangeliz- 
ing. They each chose a 
“grace-filled moment” to 
share with someone next 
to them. One woman said 
she shared a part of her life 


In the fore- 


that she had thought would 
always be kept private. 


“WE'RE TALKING about 


_how | feel about God in my 


life. That’s sharing our faith. 
We're not talking about 
religion (facts about my 
church),” Sister Krogmeier 
emphasized. 

“People want to know 
about walking hand-in- 
hand with Jesus. To tell 


sight at the Vietnamese New Year 
celebration. This one has. paper 
blossoms instead of the real ones 
which bloom in Vietnam at this time of 
year.. After the mass about 400 
Vietnamese and their guests gathered 
in the church hall for a party.—SC 


them, don’t look in books. 
Look in your heart.” 


Bishop Phillip F. Straling 


gave the invocation and 


remarked that evangeliza- 
tion is among the top priori- 
ties in the diocese. 


“OUR WORLD today is ~ 


craving to hear the Good 
News, especially in the 
church itself. That’s where 
we need to start,” he said. 


Fallbrook parish gets its first hall 


Southern Cross Reporter 
FALLBROOK—St. Peter 
parish here was created in 
1946, but it had to wait until 
now to get its first hall. 


Named after the current 
pastor, Father Gregory She- 
_ridan, the hall will be dedi- 


cated by Bishop Leo T. 
Maher ata6 p.m. mass, Feb. 
4, in the new facility. 


EIGHT OTHER priests are 
expected to join Bishop 
Maher, Father Sheridanand 
Father Earl Ullman, former 
pastor who built the parish 
church, in concelebrating 
the mass. 


“One of the main reasons’ 
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why Father Sheridan want- 
ed to build the hail was to 
accommodate the youth of 
the parish,” said Agnes 
Henderson, parish secret- 
ary. 

“Father Sheridan really” 
loves the youth. He thinks” 


“they will stay closer to the 


church by having a placeon 


“the parish grounds where 


they can hold their activi- 
ties,” she said. 

IN FACT the St. Peter 
Youth Group is planning 
the liturgy forthe dedication 


mass, which will be the first : 


event to be held in the new 
hall. The parish children’s 
choir will providethe music. 


Sunday is diocesan Scout Day 


Scouts from the San 
Diego area are invited to 
tour the St. Francis Semi- 
nary, on the campus of the 
University of San Diego, on 
diocesan Scout Day, Feb. 4, 
the beginning of Scout 
Week. 


Sponsored by the Cath- 
olic Committee on Scout- 


(Paid Announcement) 


IN MEMORIAM 


Duilio A. Piazzai, 83, of 
2747 Cadiz -St., San Diego, 
a retired chef, died Tuesday, 
Jan. 16 in a hospital. - 

A requiem was celebrated 
last Monday at St. Charles 
Borromeo church. 


A native of Rome, he 
became a U.S. citizen and 
served in the U.S: Army 
during World War I. 

His 55-year career includ- 
ed head chef of the Chicago 
University Club and executive 
chef of the La Salle Hotel. In 
San Diego, he served as 
executive chef steward at the 
Mission Valley Country Club 
and the San Diego Club, as 
well as chef at the Town and_ 
Country Hotel. 

Mr. Piazzai was a member 
of St. Charles Borromeo 
Catholic Church, Knights of 
Columbus, the Order of the 
Alhambra Alli Caravan 134, 
Third Order of St. Francis, the 
33rd Division War Veterans 
Association, and the Chefs of 
Cuisine Association of Chi- 
cago. He was also a charter 
member of the Italian Cath- 
olic Federation Branch 229. 

He is survived by his 
daughter, Gloria R. Plank of 
San Diego; three grandchild- 
ren; six great-grandchildren. 

The family suggested con- 
tributions to the church. 


ing, the tour will begin at 
9:30 a.m. with a mass atthe 
seminary. 


Breakfast will follow and 
the entire program will last 
until about noon, according 
to Father Joseph Carroll, 
diocesan Scout chaplain. 


The event is open to 
all units and individual 
scouts. Cost per person is 
$1.50. For reservations or 
information: Father Joe 
Carroll, 420-9193. 
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Darnande moratorium on abortion 


NRLC conditionally accepts NOW’s parley invitation 


By Dan Pitre 
SC assistant editor 


SAN DIEGO—The president of the 
National Right to Life Committee said here 
last Saturday that her group would accept 
the National Organization of Women’s 
invitation to parley if NOW would call a 
moratorium on abortions during» the 
meeting. 


~ Dr. Carolyn Gerster, an Episcopalian, 
speaking at a press conference prior to 
addressing the San Diego Pro-Life 
League’s annual benefit dinner, said she 
realized the moratorium would only be 
symbolic. 


_ WHEN A PARLEY is called between two 
waring factions a truce is usually put into 
effect to halt the killing, Dr. Gerster said. 


Therefore, if the NRLC is to attend the 
proposed meeting scheduled for Feb..15 in 
the National Press Club, Washington, D.C., 
NOW will have to ask that abortions not be 
performed while the two groups are 
meeting. 

“Once we have a moratorium on the 
killings, 


problems that cause unwanted 
pregnancies,” said Dr. Gerster, a 
Scottsdale, Ariz., physician, who 
emphasized that on the abortion issue the 
NLRC won't compromise. 

TWO NATIONAL pro-life groups, 
Christian Action Council and U.S. 
Coalition for Life, have already turned 
down NOW’s invitation. 


Meanwhile, in a. Southern — Cross 
interview, Dr. Gerster said, “Abortion is the 
failure of society to seek a solution to the 
social problems that cause unwanted 
pregnancies. 

“In regards to women, we often talk 


-about victimless crimes. The mother is as 


much a victim of an abortion as her 
unborn child,” she stated. 


THE SUPREME COURT was trying to 


solve an economic problem with its 1973 


ruling striking down most state anti- 
abortion laws. 

“| think the reason the court allowed 
abortions until the last trimesteris to. allow 
for amniocentesis to find birth defects,” 


then we can work toward. 
developing positive solutions to the social 


Dr. Gerster asserted. Thus, the number of 
handicapped and deformed. children 
would decrease because they would be 
aborted, she said. 


She based her reasoning on the 
testimony, which mainly centered on 
amniocentesis, inthe recent Pennsylvania 
case, Dr. Gerster explained: 


THE SUPREME COURT struck down the 
Pennsylvania law that required doctors to 
use the abortion method most likely to 
save the life of a fetus after it had reached 
the “viable” stage, or what is believed to be 
the “viable” stage. 


Pro-life groups around the country have 
criticized that decision. 


Concerning the organization she leads, 
which is comprised of 1,800 chapters and 
11 million members, Dr. Gerster said the 
NRLC is maturing as a_ grassroots 
organization. It began in 1973. 

’ SHE SAID NRLC. is a sleeping giant that 
is awakening in the area of political action 
to safeguard human life. 

Signs of this awakening were evident in 
November 1978 when many pro-life 
candidates were elected to public office, 


_ she said. 


Dr. Gerster specifically pointed to the 
U.S. Senate race in Minnesota, in which 
two pro-life candidates defeated the 
favored liberals who support pro-abortion 
legislation. 


AND THE SENATE is where pro-life 
support is» needed if a human life 
amendment to the Constitution is to be 
achieved, she added. 


“We will have a human life amendment 
ready for ratification by 1982,” she said. 
“I'd like to impart a sense of urgency, 
because the law does more than exist—it 
teaches. The longer the law is on the 
books, the more. people think that law is 
right. 


“We certainly have the political strength — 


from the states to ratify an amendment,” 


_ Dr. Gerster said. 


TWO-THIRDS of the House support the 
amendment, she said, and that.should 


indicate the majority of the American — 


people do also, since congressmen, who 
are elected every two years, are more 
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PRO-LIFE SPEAKER—Dr. Carolyn 
Gerster, president of the National Right 
to Life Committee, was guest speaker 
for the San Diego Pro-Life League’s 
annual benefit dinner last Saturday. 
Here, Dr. Gerster, second from right, 


sensitive to the voters. 


But there is not a simple majority in the 
Senate where more work needs to be 
done, she said. There are only a handful of 
senators, she said, who are steadfastly 
pro-abortion. “Therefore, | think most of 
them can be changed. 


“The only.way to protect the life” of the 
unborn, the handicapped, the elderly and 
others, whose right to life is in jeopardy “is 
in the ballot boxes,” Dr. Gerster said. 


“ALL THE MARCHERS, speeches and 
demonstrations will not bring a human life 
amendment. 

“The method is simple,” she related. 
“We have to identify the pro-life voters, 
inform them and get them to the polls.” 


Regarding the illegal sit-ins in abortion 
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shows an_ investigative series on 
abortion clinics by the Chicago Sun 
Times to Ed and Donna Brancheau, left, 
co-chairmen for the dinner, and Mary 
Solsbak, president of the Right to Life 
Council of San Diego County.—SC photo 


clinics by pro-lifers, Dr. Gerster said, 
speaking on behalf of the NRLC, “the 
organization does not endorse civil 
disobedience.” 


SHE SAID NRLC offered a reward for 
information leading to the arrests of those 
responsible for the fire bombings of. 
abortion clinics. “There was no evidence 
that any members of pro-life groups were 
responsible for the bombings,” she added. 


“Speaking as an individual,” Dr. Gerster 
believes “the people doing the sit-ins at 
abortion clinics might well be considered 
by historians.in the same light as those 
who demonstrated in Selma” (for civil 
rights for blacks). 

“No social activity to cause social 
change,’ Dr. Gerster said, ‘“‘ever 
succeeded without social disobedience.” 
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How can I 


talk to God? 


By Sister Virginia Ann Gardner 


I once worked for a college president who made me know 
what liberation really is. Every time I took her an idea, her eyes 
would sparkle approval. She liberated me—made me free to do 
all the things God gave me the ability to do. 


It’s been five years since then, but we frequently have lunch 
together. Conversation never wanes. | am eager to share my 
life with her. She reciprocates, sharing her own. Time whizzes. 
We find we haven’t begun to exhaust our mutual sharing when 
it’s time to go to other duties. 


THINK OF SOMEONE similar in your life. You will agree, 
I’m sure, that the talking and sharing began when someone let 
you be yourself. Your freind helped you to shed fear, to become 
so liberated you really knew you were being genuine. That took 
a deep love on your friend’s part..And you? It asked you to 
reciprocate spontaneously, generously. 


Such incarnational experience could help us learn to talk to 
God. A talking relationship with him must begin with the 
conviction that he loves us totally—warts and all, as the saying 
goes. Once convinced, we'll let his love encourage us to be 
ourselves—to be free, to just open up before him and share 
everything with him. 

Most of us, however, have come from a lifetime of “saying 
prayers” —prayer formulas we learned as children and can say 
as easily as we reci ite our ABC’s. Notice—as easily as our 
ABC’s. 


That means we really don’t have to think. Our lips can mouth 
the prayer’s words while our thoughts are miles away. In no 
. way do we talk to anyone else that way. 


BEFORE OUR PRAYER can become an intimate sharing 
with God, we have to be humble enough to admit that often 
“saying prayers” is not praying. That admission leaves us 
uncomfortable, to say the least, and, hopefully, desirous of 
rectifying our relationship with God. 


To be aware of God’s loving presence takes concentration. 
When we go to pray, we should start by immersing ourselves in 
that presence. Just sit before him, and with him, aware we are 
creatures before the all-loving God who created us. 


Recently a woman told me that she often finds herself 
praying to aGod—way up there. Then, she shakes herself a bit, 
bringing home the thought that God lives within her. She says 
God has made himself so close that she thinks we can’t believe 
it, and we make him distant. ; 


THE CATHOLIC WORKER last fall ran a sketch of the 
Prodigal Son falling into his father’s embrace. It is consoling to 
realize that the father in that parable is a figure of God the 
Father. Surely the Prodigal Son felt loved, knew he was 
liberated, could share with his father all that was in his heart. 
Or, if his heart was too full for words, both father and son would 
understand. When there is love, words aren’t always 
necessary. 

Once we are together with God our Father, aware of his love, 
we should have no difficulty talking to him. That, of course, 
takes faith and knowledge—as well as love returned. 

Our pastor spent a year developing one theme in his daily 
homilies: “Faith is my relationship with Jesus.” To me, that was 


a different definition of faith. [had to turn it over andoverinmy | 


mind. Suddenly I found it in my heart. Having always associated 
faith with belief, 1 had made it a mental exercise. When faith 
became a relationship, the experience actually did travel from 
my head to my heart. 


TO GO TO SCRIPTURE, then, with that faith is to find not 
something but someone. ‘It’s someone we can feel closer to 
than our closest friends. Once that relationship is established, 
God keeps calling all of us to more and more intimacy. We tell 
him secrets; and we listen quietly, attentively. He does answer. 

And sometimes there are favorite moments. They are 
moments when we are quiet together. We know and we feel his 
closeness. Words, then, are unnecessary. Yet it’s the best kind 
of conversation, with heart responding to heart. 


“Experience of the spiritual world is not 
only possible in special moments of ecstasy 
but is waiting for us within every experience, 
however ordinary.”—A. Victor Murray, 
“Personal Experience and the Historic Faith,” 
1939. 
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Maw: the mother: of Gal 


offered a son reflects positively upon the other fey any 
honor paid to a mother reflects positively upon her son. - 

_ That is the practical rationale behind Roman Catholics 
__ honoring (not worshiping) of Mary.” ‘ 
Our relationship with the mother of Geode can a 


enhance our knowledge of her beloved son and bring us 
closer to him. 


oT believe in a personal God: a power, | 


operating at the center of this universe, which — : 
creates, maintains and comprehends my 


personality and all other personalities; power _ 
which causes my being, which sustains my 
being, which understands my being. ee 
Sinclair, “What God Means to Me,” 1935. 


“God is designated one to suit our compre- : 
_hension, not to describe his c 
character is capable of division He himselfis _ 


not. The words are different, the paths are 


many, but one thing is signified: The paths | . 
lead to one per -St. Bernard of | 


ow often do we talk to : 
And how often do : 


i loving God 


character. His — 


Jairus’ daughter 


By Father John J. Castelot 


Any father who has ever known the anguish caused by the 
serious and baffling illness of a young daughter will all too 
readily appreciate the terrible anxiety that prompted Jairus to 
ask Jesus for help. He was, Mark tells us, an official of the 
synagogue, a man of considerable stature in the community. 


It is not surprising that a large group of people took notice of 
his movements on this occasion. It is surprising, however, that 
a man in his position should lower himself to beg Jesus’ 
intervention. 


STILL, IT WOULD be unfair to generalize so unthinkingly 
as to include all representatives of the establishment as among 
those willfully and spitefully opposed to him. That was simply 
not true, any more than the assumption that all Pharisees were 


& pious frauds and hypocrites. 


No matter what he may or may not have felt about Jesus, he 
was desperate. And if the stories he had heard about this man’s 
kindness and power to heal had any basis in fact, he would put 
himself in his hands. In genuine distress, he fell at Jesus’ feet 
and made this earnest plea: “My little daughter i is Critically ill. 
Please come and lay your hands on her so that she may get well 
and live” (Mark 5:22-23). 


The wording of this request is a bit strange, with its reference 
to the laying on of hands with a view to her (literally) being 
saved and living (eternally). This is what the words actually 
suggest. 


THEY WOULD reflect the practice and mentality of 


primitive Christianity rather than of the Judaism of Jesus’ day. 
They are quite probably a recasting of Jairus’ original plea to 


make it even more meaningful to Mark’s readers. Be that as it - 


may, what he asked Jesus is clear. 


Meanwhile the little scene had attracted some attention, and 
when the two of them started off for Jairus’ house, “a large 
crowd followed, pushing against Jesus” (Mark 5:24). 


In the crowd was a woman who had suffered from a 
hemorrhage for a dozen years, and she wasn’t accidentally 
pushed against Jesus; she deliberately sought to touch him. 
When she did, her bleeding stopped, and Jesus paused to talk 
to her. If Jairus had had any doubts about this man’s power to 
heal,-they now vanished. His faith grew strong, and his hope 
soared. 


AND THEN, all of a sudden, both faith and hope threatened 
to desert him completely. For Jesus had not finished speaking 
to the woman when people from the official’s house arrived to 
tell him: “Your daughter is dead. Why bother the teacher 
further?” Death was so irremediable, so irreversible, so final, so 
hopeless. 


Jesus sensed his reaction and hastened to reassure him with 
the strong admonition: “Fear is useless. What is needed is 
trust” (Mark 5:36). So easy to say, but in the face of your 
daughter’s certain death, so difficult to accept. 


With a resoluteness to match his words, Jesus strode on, 
allowing only a favored few of his disciples—Peter, James, and 
John—to continue on with him. The closer they got to the 
house, the louder the noise grew. Already the professional 
mourners were plying their trade, “wailing and crying loudly on 
all sides.” 


JESUS STRODE in and dismissed them unceremoniously, 
but not before they had laughed him to scorn for having said: 
“The child is not dead. She is asleep.” Why, if anyone could 
recognize death when they saw it, they certainly could. This 
was their profession. But something about the look Jesus gave 
them told them they better leave quitely. 


Now it was strangely quiet. The crowd was gone, leaving just 
Jesus, the father and mother, and the three disciples. Jesus 
took the little girl’s hand in his own and said, oh so tenderly: 
“Talitha, koum,” the Aramaic for “Little girl, get up.” 


And the girl stood up immediately and began to walk around. 
And Mark adds, in one of those charmingly awkward after- 
thoughts of his (which translators insist on relocating) 

“She was 12 years old.” 

It depends on your point of view, I suppose, but for me one of 
the most eloquent details of this astounding account is in the 
last verse. The girl’s parents were practically paralyzed with 
astonishment and relief, but Jesus brought them back to reality 
and “told them to give her something to eat.” Little girls are 
always hungry. Under the circumstances, this particular one 
must have been starved. And who remembered that? 


“The presence and possession of God 
which are realized in religious experience 
can never be anything more than a. pre- 
liminary sketch, a seed, a hope.’—Jean 
Mouroux, “Christian Experience,” 1954. 
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Children’s Story Hour: A girl comes alive again 


One day when Jesus was teaching a crowd of people, a 
very important man came from a nearby town to see him. 
The man’s name was Jairus and he was very worried 
about his daughter. The little girl was very, very sick and 
all the doctors who had seen her said that she was going 
to die soon. 


Jairus had heard about Jesus and the way he cured 
sick people so he went up and knelt at Jesus’ feet. “My 
little daughter is very sick,” he said. “Please come and put 
your hands on her so that she will get well.” 


Jesus was always sorry for people who were troubled 
and unhappy so he told the man to take him to the little 
girl. On the way to the house, some of Jairus’ friends met 
them and told them the little girl had died. 


But Jesus did not stop. He called his friends, Peter, 
James and John and went to Jairus’ house. When they 
got there they found the people crying and moaning in 
loud voices. “Why are you making all this noise?” Jesus 
said to them. “The child is not dead, she is only asleep.” 


Well, they had seen the little girl die and they knew she 
was dead so they laughed at Jesus. He sent them all away 
and went with the girl’s parents to her room. Going over 
to the bed where she was lying, he took her by the hand 
and said, very gently and lovingly, “Little girl, get up.” 


And right away the little girl opened her eyes and got 
out of bed, then walked over to her parents. She was alive 
again! Well, everyone was very excited and happy. They 
were so excited and happy that they forgot that the little 
girl had not eaten anything for a few days and must be 
very hungry. Everyone, that is, except Jesus. 


Jesus was happy to see everyone so joyful but he 
stopped them and told them first to give the girl 
something to eat. Wasn’t that just like Jesus? 


He was so kind that even when everyone else had 
forgotten, he remembered what the little girl needed and 
he saw that they gave it to her. Jesus always knew what 
people needed and loved to help them because that was 
what God wanted him to do. 


St. Jerome 
Above all he was 
a great scholar 


By Father John A. Kiley 


St. Jerome would no doubt be quite disturbed were he to see 
a typical representation of himself in Christian art. This doctor 
of the church (circa 342-420) is usually portrayed as a cardinal 
of the Roman Curia piously meditating on the scriptures in a 
desert cave, accompanied by an attentive lion. 


This familiar picture easily gives the impression that 
Jerome’s Christian vitality came from a withdrawal from the 
world into the realm of solitary insights and personal 
introspection. Such a conclusion would be as wrong as the 
saint’s portraits are faulty. 


ALTHOUGH ITIS true that Jerome was an ascetic, he was 
hardly a hermit and, if the truth be known, his greatest contri- 
butions to the Christian society of his own day and to later 
generations derive from his untiring pursuit of every variety of 
scholarship and learning. 


Jerome was constantly in touch with the scholars of pagan 


Mary truly was 
mother of God 


By Father Joseph M. Champlin 


The Oswego Valley News is a thick tabloid weekly published 
in Fulton, N.Y., and read regularly and thoroughly by most area 
residents. It contains an amazing amount of information about 
the activities of local inhabitants and many pages of advertising. 


Food shoppers study the publicized bargains carefully 
before making their once-a-week journey to replenish the 
pantry. A deceased person’s family often purchases space in 
the classified ad section to express its gratitude for support 
during the period of bereavement. Interested citizens check 
the photos and stories with attention to detail so they can keep 
up with life around our city. ‘ 


IN ONE RECENT issue, a “name. withheld” contributor 
used the letters-to-the-editor portion for a protest about 
“Romanism’s” exaltation of Mary to a “supernatural status as 
queen of Heaven, queen of the angels, etc.” Entitled “Mother of 
God—No,” it stressed “there is nothing in the Bible that even 


suggests this Roman Catholic doctrine.” 


The critic went on to state: “All that the Roman church has to 
substantiate her worship of Mary is a sheaf of traditions entirely 
outside the Bible telling of her appearances to certain monks, 
nuns, and others venerated as saints.” 


Color this picture 


antiquity, with the Roman controversialists, with the earlier 
Fathers of the Christian tradition, with the intellectual elite of 
his own day, and with the alert thinkers of polite society 
throughout the Mediterranean world. He’was tutored’ by St. 
Gregory Nazianzus: He corresponded with St. Augustine. He 
devoured Origen. St. Jerome was, first of all, a student. 


Excellently educated in the classical Roman tradition as a. 


young man, this “Christian Cicero” never lost his attrac- 
tion for the great works of pagan Rome. He never gave up 
reading these renowned authors, just as his style never lost the 
precision and elegance he learned from them. : 


BUT JEROME’S Christian conscience was troubled by this 
preoccupation with the finer aspects of secular society, and he 
threw himself more and more into ascetical practices, which led 
him eventually from cosmopolitan Italy to the less worldly 
environs of Syria and later Bethlehem. 


Incidently, St. Jerome was never a cardinal. It is true that he 
did leave the Holy Land to become a secretary to Pope 
Damasus in 382, but no red hat was ever placed on his head. 
Rather, this return trip to Rome would prove important for 
Jerome for quite another reason. It was during this time that he 
began the revision of the Latin translations of the books of the 
Bible, a work he was to continue with even greater zeal later in 
his life, after returning to Palestine. 


Even in the Holy Land, then, Jerome remained the student. 
He had built up a library envied by many in the ancient world by 
personally copying out tome after tome. He had rabbis come to 
him secretly at night in order to teach him Hebrew and improve 
his grasp of the scriptures. He sacrificed a long and intimate 


friendship with the learned Rufinus rather than compromise his 
own conclusions about the writings of the famous but ill-fated 
Origen. : 


_ WHEN HE WAS not dictating to stenographers in his 
monastery, he was instructing devout women in theirs. All and 
all, Jerome’s zest for doctrinal and scriptural orthodoxy was as 
challenging to the companions who gathered about him as it 
was confounding to his competitors who foolishly crossed him. 


St. Jerome’s legacy to the Christians coming after him is not 
only. the Latin Vulgate version of the Old and New Testaments. 
Jerome well exemplifies that “scribe who is learned in the reign 
of God,” that “head of a household who can bring from his 
store the new and the old.” 

Like this wise landlord of which Jesus spoke, Jerome spent 
his life familiarizing himself with the kingdom’s inventory. He 
was intent on knowing every piece of merchandise. No part of 


the Lord’s estate would be neglected. Every aspect of the 


kingdom would be familiar to him. 


NOT ONLY the Old and the New Testaments would hold 
Jerome’s attention, but everything in the Lord’s storeroom 
would come under his scrutiny. Pagan eloquence, secular 
learning, Christian wisdom, Jewish folklore, personal 
insights—Jerome shunned no opportunity to deepen his 
appreciation of God’s truth. 

His almost 80 years were a constant attempt to confirm 
through scholarship what he already cherished through faith. 
His life remains an inspiration to the studious and a rebuke to 
the superficial in any age. 


In these ecumenical days, that anonymous attack and 
misunderstanding of Catholic teaching surprised many of us. 
We judged those days had fortunately passed. 


HONORING THE MOTHER of Jesus hardly ‘is ee 


exclusively “Roman” practice. I wonder how the Anglicans of 
‘Salisbury, Rhodesia, for instance, would react to this letter. 


Their beautiful and interesting main church, built 1913, bears 
the title of Cathedral of St. Mary and All Saints. A printed guide 
to the structure contains a welcome from the dean with the 
statement: “This is the cathedral church of the diocese of 
Mashonaland, and is dedicated to the glory and worship of God 
almighty and in honor of the Blessed Virgin Mary and all the 
saints of God.” 


Within the building a visitor notes a separate Lady Chapel as 
well as a lovely, gentle Madonna and Child. 


THE ANGLICAN parishioners of the cathedral in that 
deeply troubled city would certainly react negatively to the 
charge that their honoring of Mary amounts to Romanism and 
has no biblical basis. 


Similarly, members of the Greek Orthodox tradition have an 
exceptionally strong history of honoring Mary in conjunction 
with her Son. Most Orthodox churches I visited in the Holy 
Land, for example, featured an icon of Jesus with his mother. In 
Orthodox worship, as within ours, Mary has a’special place 
close to, although never above, the position given Christ. 

The Catholic doctrinal basis for this title, of course, rests on 
these simple biblical truths: Mary was the mother of Jesus; 
Jesus is the Son of God; therefore, Mary can rightfully be 


termed the mother of God. 


THAT ANCIENT title, nevertheless, did not originate as a 
result of some unusual visions to certain monks, nuns or other 
saints. It has been a constant tradition from the earliest 
Christian centuries. 


As far back as the third century, believers called Jesus’ 
mother by that name and a familiar prayer very likely traces its 
roots to this same period. “We fly to your patronage, O holy 
mother of God.” 


The Council of Ephesus in 431 formally defined this as a 
doctrine of the church with the explanation: “Emmanuel 
(Christ) in truth is God and on this account the Holy Virgin is 
the mother of God—since according to the flesh she bore the 
incarnate word of God.” 


THE WORD OF GOD, God the Son, existed for all 
eternity and thus before Mary. The word of God made man, 
Jesus, Son of Mary, however, began to exist only when he was 
conceived in the Virgin’s womb. - 


Ample scriptural texts can be cited to prove both the fact 
that Mary is the mother of Jesus (for example, John 2:1; 
Matthew 1:18; 2:11; 12:46; 13:55; Luke 1:43) and that the child 
nies her is the Son of God (for example, Luke 1:35; Galatians 


In human affairs, any tribute offered a son reflects positively 
upon the mother and any honor paid to a mother reflects 
positively upon her son.-That, in a few words, is the practical 
postin behind Roman Catholic honoring (not worshiping) of 

ary. 
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History-making visit 


Millions welcome pope to Latin America 


BIENVENIDO—The sign behind the pope bids his arrival in Mexico City for the third general 
him “welcome” as he waves to wellwishers on assembly of the Latin American bishops. 


x 


i POPE AT SHRINE—Pope John Paul II 
\ celebrates mass at the Basilica of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe in Mexico City. While the pope 
spoke inside the shrine an estimated two 
million people gathered outside.—NC photos 


a 


MASS IN MEXICO—Pope John Paul elevates * - eZ sett 
the eucharist during mass in Mexico City’s MILLIONS CHEER HIM—Pope John Paul — City’s cathedral. The route from the airport was 
cathedral. waves as his motorcade arrives at Mexico lined with an estimated five million people. 


, 


=—iT 


GUARDING THE POPE—Guards through Santo Domingo, Domini- PUEBLA GREETING—A shower of motorcade moves through down- 
- surround atruck carrying the pope can Republic. confetti falls on the pope as his town Puebla, Mexico. 


— 
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How Mr & Mrs. Bimble 
_ bundled up their home 


SOUTHERN CROSS, February 1, 1979-11 


for winter 
and saved a bundle, too. 


Poor Mr. Bimble. As soon as he 
read the news about higher fuel 
prices, he turned colder than a 
polar bear. Mr. Bimble knew that 
the world’s fuel price problems 
would soon be showing up on his 
winter heating bills. But Mrs. 
Bimble knew exactly what to do. 
She called SDG&E. They showed 
the Bimbles how a “‘Passive 
Heating System” helps you 
control heating costs five ways. 
You can install some of the 


- elements in the system yourself: 


But with some others you'll need 
professional help. An SDG&E 
five-point energy check will a 
you get started. 


L WATER HEATER 
BLANKET. 

Mr. Bimble 

big energy user, 

especially in the 


winter if it sits 
outdoors orina 


cold garage. But, 


with an SDG&E insulation 
blanket, he was able to bundle it 
up himself, and keep his energy 
budget out of hot water. 


2. WEATHER= 
STRIPPING 
ae CAULKING. 


More winter 
cold than Mr. 
Bimble realized 
was slipping 
through cracks 
around his windows 
and doors. SDG&E 
advised him on places 
in his home where weather- 
stripping would do the most 
good. 


AUC el 


|} found out that a 
water heater is a - 


3, ATTIC 
EON 


Attic moisture can do a lot 

to cut the efficiency 

of your ceiling 

insulation, so 
winter ventilation is important. 
(Mechanical ventilating systems, 
such as turbine vents, are usually 
supplemental to building code 
requirements, and should be 
deactivated during the heating 
season.) 


4, INSULATION. 


~ * Nothing gives you 

a faster payback 
in terms of 
heat saving 
RQ than 
2 Certified 
- R-19 ceiling. 
_ insulation. It’s the basis of any 
energy and money saving plan. 
SDG&E can arrange to have it 
installed for you, or you 
can do it 
yourself. 


5, NIGHT 
SETBACK 
THERMOSTAT. 


It turns the heat down 
when you goto bed, _ 
back up in the morning 
— automatically. So you 
never waste heat while you're 
asleep. Do-it-yourself and 
professionally installed models are 
both available. Let us fill you in on 
this important part of the Passive 
Heating System. 


If you'd like to know more about 
a Passive Heating System for your 
home, do as the Bimbles did. Send 
in.the coupon and we'll send out a 
conservation consultant to give 
your home a free, five-point 
engrey check. 


aE) CHEM GSR) comuERTED como 


I'd like more information about 
the Passive Heating System 
and a free five-point energy 
check. 


I'd like you to send me your 


free brochures on the Passive 
Heating System and insulation. 


Name : ‘ 


Clip and mail to: 
SDG&E Energy Advisors 
\ PO. Box 1831 
San Diego, CA 92112 


oe 


VANEAU C7 


BEAT THE HIGH COST OF WINTER HEAT WITH 
A PASSIVE HEATING SYSTEM. 


San Diego Gas & Electric 
PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE. 
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‘Let me be your voice,’ pope tells peasants 


By Jaime Fonseca 


CUILAPAN, Mexico (NC) 
—Pope John Paul || went to 
a heartland of Mexico’s 
peasantry Jan. 29, and told 
cheering throngs he wants 
to be the spokesman for all 
peasants as he spoke about 


’ rural life. 


“In light of a situation that 
continues to be alarming,” 
he said, “the pope wants to 
be your voice, the voice of 
those who cannot talk or 
who are silenced, in order 
to be the conscience of 
consciences, the invitation 
to action, in order to make 


_up for lost time, which 


frequently is a time of 
prolonged suffering and 
unsatisfied hopes.” 


THE POPE’S presence 
and his words drew cheers 
from the tens of thousands, 
most of them peasant 
farmers, all of them appar- 


ently poor, who gathered at 
Cuilapan, a village in Oaxa- 
ca in Mexico’s heavily 
Indian southeast. 


Pope John Paul said he 
spoke not only of the rural 
situation in Mexico, but of 
that in much of the world. 

He said all peasants 
“have a right to be respect- 
ed, a right not to be de- 
prived of the little that they 
have, through maneuvers 
which sometimes are the 
same as actual thefts...” 


HE SPOKE of other rights, 
and of exploitation, and 
then declared: 

The peasant “has a right 
to effective assistance— 
which is neither charity nor 
the crumbs of justice—so 
that he may have access to 
the development to which 
his human dignity and his 
status as a son of God give 
him a right.” 

Without spelling out 


-[ The Family Decides 


What we charge for a funeral is depen- 
dent upon what the individual family 
wants. Since we itemize our charges, the 
family pays only for those items and 


services chosen. 


Rogers 


282-8111 


Mortuary 


4094 UNIVERSITY AVENUE 


Dionne Warwick 
says: *Get your 
blood into 


circulation.’ 


Call Red Cross now 


BFA] A Public Service of This Newspaper & The Advertising Council 


for a blood donor 
appointment. 


details, the pope said 
“urgent reforms” are need- 
ed to solve rural problems 
in the world, andthat action 
must be “profoundly inno- 
vative.” 


THE CHURCH certainly 
defends the legitimate right 
to private property. But it 
teaches with no less clarity 
that, above all, private 
property always carries 
with it a social mortgage, 
that the lands may serve 
the end which God intend- 
ed. 


“And if the common good 
requires it, there should be 
no doubts even about ex- 
propriation, carried out in 
the proper manner,” he 
added. 


lf the problems of the 
countryside are not solved, 
the pope said, the flow of 
peasants to the cities will 
continue, creating even 
greater problems there. 

“ONE BAD THING which 
is fairly widespread is. the 
tendency of farmers toward 
individualism,” he said. “An 
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HOLY 


BROTHERS 
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of men who share a life 
of prayer and work for 


Christ, as teachers, far- |, 
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other ministries. 


For information write to: 

Provincial Office, 
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action with better coordina- 
tion and greater solidarity 
could provide not a little 
help. Think about this, dear 
children.” 


Addressing those in posi- 
tions of power, he said: 


“It is not just, it is not 
human, it is not Christian, 
for certain clearly unjust 
situations to continue. 
Realistic, effective mea- 
sures must be put into 
practice on the local, na- 
tional and international 
level, along the broad lines 
marked by the encyclical 
‘Mater et Magistra.’ And itis 


clear that those who should . 


collaborate most in that are 
those who are most able to 
do so.” 


THE TRIP TOOK the pope 
into a notable Indian. part of 
Mexico. More than a fifth of 
Mexico’s population is 
Indian and most of it is 
concentrated in the Soutlr 
east. 


Indians wearing huge 
feathered headress and 
colorful garb danced for the 
pope and crowds cheered 
and waved wherever he 


~. went. 


Among the gifts present- 
ed to Pope John Paul was a 
wide red stole. 
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| Legal Notices | 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
FILE NO. 119548 
SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE 


OF CALIFORNIA FOR THE 
COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO 


Estate of 
LEONARD C. WILSON 
Deceased 


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to the 
creditors of the above named descedent 
that all persons having claims against the 
said decedent are required to file them, 
with the necessary vouchers, in the office 
of the clerk of the above entitled court, or 
to present them, with the necessary 
vouchers, to the undersigned at the office 
of: 


QUINTIN WHELAN 
530 Broadway, Suite 1108 
San Diego, CA 92101 

which is the place of business of the 
undersigned in all matters pertaining to 
the estate of the said decedent, within 
four months after the first publication of 
this notice. 
Dated: Jan. 23, 1979 

/S/William Russell Wilson 

Executor of the will 

of the above named decedent. 

QUINTIN WHELAN 
530 Broadway, Suite 1108 
San Diego, CA 92101 
Telephone: (714) 234-8585 
Attorney for Executor 
SC: Feb. 1, 8, 15 and 22, 1979. 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
FILE NO. 119206 
SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE 


OF CALIFORNIA FOR THE 
COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO 


Estate of 
GLADYS M. JONES 
Deceased 


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN tothe credi- 
tors of the above named decedent that all 
persons having claims against the said 
decedent are required to file them, with 
the necessary vouchers, in the office of 
the clerk of the above entitled court, or to 
present them, with the necessary 
vouchers, to the undersigned at: 

c/o CLEMENT J. O'NEILL 
Attorney at Law 
1357 Rosecrans Street, Suite “C” 
San Diego, California 92106 
which is the business of the undersigned 
in all matters pertaining to the estate of 
said decedent, within four months after 
the publication of this notice. 
Dated: December 18, 1978 
/S/ GLADYS J. HOLT 


Executrix of the Will of the above named 
decedent. 

O'NEILL AND MUNAK 

1357 Rosecrans Street, Suite “C” 

San Diego, CA 92106 

Telephone: (714) 224-2975 

Attorney for Executrix 

SC: Jan. 18, 25, Feb. 1, 8, 1979. 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS © 
FILE NO. 119208 
SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE 


OF CALIFORNIA FOR THE 
COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO 


Estate of 
EDYTHE IRWIN 
Deceased. 


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN tothe credi- 


tors of the above named decedent thatall © 


persons having claims against the said 
decedent are required to file them, with 
the necessary vouchers, inthe office ofthe 
clerk of the above entitled court, or to 
present them, with the necessary vouch- 
ers, to the undersigned at: 
c/o QUINTIN WHELAN 
530 Broadway, Suite 1108 
San Diego, California 92101 
which is the place of -business of the 
undersigned in all matters pertaining to 
the estate of said decedent, within four 
months after the first publication of this 
notice. 
Dated: December 15, 1978 
/S/ KENT IRWIN 
Executor of the Will 
of the above named decedent 
QUINTIN WHELAN 
530 Broadway, Suite 1108 
San Diego, CA 92101 
Telephone: (714) 234-8585 
Attorney for the Executor 
SC: Jan. 11, 18, 25 and Feb. 8, 1979. 


FICTICIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. 7900375 


The following person is doing busi- 

ness as: 
FAGAN PROPERTY SERVICES 
2350 San Diego Avenue 
San Diego, CA 92110 

1. Timothy G. Factor 

2350 San Diego Avenue 

San Diego, CA 92110 

This business is condueted by an 
Individual. 
/S/TIMOTHY G. FACTOR 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of San Diego on Jan. 8, ~ 


1979. 
SC: Jan. 18, 25, Feb. 1, 8, 1979. 
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TWENTY-ONE GUN SALUTE—Pope John Paul Il 
receives a 21-gun salute upon his arrival in Santo 
Domingo, Dominican Republic. Next to the pope are 
Dominican Republic President Antonio Guzman and 
his wife.—NC photo 
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World Council of Churches’ committee meeting. 


Breaking through ecumenical barriers at Jamaica 


By Rev. John George Huber 


The Rev. Huber, UCSD campus 
pastor of University Lutheran Church 
(Missouri Synod), served as an 
ecumenical correspondent for the 
Southern Cross to the recently-held 
meeting of the Central Committee of 
the World Council of Churches. 


KINGSTON, Jamaica—We suddenly 
were given urgent instructions to boardthe 
vehicles which would take us from the 
University ofthe West Indiescampustoour 
hotel, while a police car was parked infront 
of our convoy of automobiles. But why? 


Someone then informed me that the 
main streets of Kingston had been 


- blockaded by angry citizens in protest 


against the anticipated increase inthecost 
of gasoline. 


ON THIS EIGHTH day of the Central 
Committee meeting ofthe World Council of 
Churches (WCC) many of us had to be 
transported to our places of residence by 
doing an “end run” around the debris and 


the demonstrators. 


Of, course, it would be impossible to 
break through the barricades, or would it? 
Riding to the Kingston airport the next day, 
in the august company of Lutheran 
Archbishop Olaf Sundby of Sweden, two 
jeeps full of armed soldiers came to our 
rescue and enabled us to drive over the 
rubble and on to our destination. 


._ But the most significant ‘“break- 
throughs” that week occurred not by a 
show of force, but through the sharing of 
faith. It was an ecumenical process of 
worship, dialogue, debate and joint 
planning. 


REPRESENTING MANY of the 293 
churches of the World Council of Churches 
were approximately 140 members of its 
Central Committee which carries out the 
business of this inter-denominational 
body between world assemblies which are 
held every seven years or so. The last one 
was at Nairobi in 1975, and the next will 
meet in Vancouver in 1983. 


These men and women from all six 


eebeb ess aged 


the Future,’ 


continents were joined by advisors from 
regional conferences of churches, staff 
personnel from WCC headquarters in 
Geneva, and press representatives from 
secular and religious media. 


Judging from several media reports, the 
delegates here did more to erect 
barricades between Christians than to 
break them down. So much attention has 
been given to the controversial special 
fund of the Program to Combat Racism 
that it tends to limit the view of the posi- 
tive accomplishments of the WCC in its 
quest for the unity of all Christians. 


THERE ARE three WCC documents 
available from this correspondent: (1) 
Background Paper on Southern Africa, (2) 
The Report of General Secretary Philip 
Potter and (3) “Special Fund Grant to the 
Patriotic Front” (The Ecumenical Review, 
October 1978, pages 38-82). 


As a theological corrective to the 
social/political sensationalism of the 
media, | cite the following developmentsin 
the work of the WCC as evidence for 
breaking through the barricades which 
divide us: 


1. The consensus statement, ‘One 
Baptism, One Eucharist and a Mutually 
Recognized Ministry,” has stimulated 
more than 100 responses from churches 
and study groups from around the world. 
The WCC’s Faith and Order Commission is 
facilitating further reflection upon and 
refinement of this document. 


2. “A Common Account of Hope” is a 
powerful statement of Christian witness 
which was produced in Bangalore, India, 
last summer, and was received enthu- 


_Siastically at Jamaica. i 
3. Guidelines for dialogue with people . 


of living faiths and ideologies were 
received, reflected some improvements 
proposed by those who had previously 
been critical of this program. 

4. Further preparation was made for a 
world conference on “Faith, Science and 
to be held on the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 


near Boston this July. 

5. A consultation on “Ministerial 
Formation” will also be also be held in July, 
meeting in Manila as part of a new 
“Program on Theological Education.” 


6. The Commission on World Mission 
and Evangelism announced plans for a 
conference on the theme, “Your Kingdom 
Come,” to meet at Melbourne, Australia, in 
May of next year. 


7. An_ international consultation on 


“Community of Women and Men in the © 


Church” is also being planned for 1980. 


8. The Joint Working Group between 
the Roman Catholic Church and the World 
Council of Churches issued its reports, 


indicating further progress in attaining | 


areas of convergence: Of particular 
importance is the agreement as stated in 
the WCC constitution “to work for ‘visible 
unity in one faith and one eucharistic 
fellowship expressed in worship and in 
common life in Christ.” 

But the barricade-breaking work of the 
WCC was more than a review of documents 
and the projection of still more meetingsin 


“yet another exotic location. Denomina- 


tional and theological barriers came 
tumbling down as friendships were built 
up among these bishops, lay people, 
priests and professors who also represent- 
ed a world divided by race, language, 
ethnicity, culture and national heritage. As 
they discovered their deeper unity in 
Christ, few journalists would report it. 


IT IS THIS THEOLOGICAL dimension 
of the ecumenical dream which was 
articulated so well in the closing words of 
General Secretary Philip Potter's report to 
the Central Committee: 

“Patient endurance manifests the co- 
inherence inthe life of the Triune God. God 
in his infinite patience has sustained the 


‘life of his world. In Christ's patient 


endurance even unto death he has taken 
on our broken humanity and brought 
healing and newness to us. 


“Through his Holy Spirit He endows us 
with the gift of love which is always patient. 


i 
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The Rev. John G. Huber, right, with 
Dr. Philip Potter, general secretary, of 
the World Council of Churches, on the 
University of West Indies campus, 
Kingston, Jamaica, site of the WCC 
Central Committee meeting. 


And all this is for the sake of utter 
faithfulness to the truth of the gospel and 
never giving up our commitment as 
bearers of the Kingdom of God and his 
justice. *: 

“IT 1S IN THIS spirit of patience, as we 
are renewed to share the co-inherent life 
of the Blessed Trinity, that we go on our 
ecumenical way together bearing one 
another's burdens in faith and hope, in 
suffering and in joy.” 


DID YOU KNOW... 
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At Holy Cross, property may be selected in advance of need, requiring only a small 


down payment — with no interest or finance charges on the balance. 
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_ benefits available to the qualifying veteran. 


Holy sacrifice of the mass is offered every Friday at 11:00 a.m. in our 
beautiful, Mausoleum Chapel. 


Phone 
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264-3127 


Cemetery and Mausoleum offices open daily 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
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SAN DIEGO— Twenty 
years as a mission parish 
will culminate Sunday, Feb. 
4, whenthenewHoly Angels 
Byzantine Catholic church 
is dedicated at 4 p.m. by 
Bishop Emil J. Mihalik of 
Parma, Ohio, whose Byzan- 
tine diocese includes most 
of Ohio and all of the 
Western United States. 

A banquet commemorat- 
ing the event will start at 
6:30 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 
3, in the Presidio Room of 
the Townand Country Hotel, 
Mission Valley. 


A SPECIAL guest at the 


banquet will be Bishop Leo 


T. Maher. 

During Holy Angels’ 20 
years aS a mission parish, 
services were held in the 
chapel of the Carmelite 
Monastery on Hawley 
Boulevard in Normal 
Heights. 

The parish was founded 
in 1958 by Father William 

The “Easy to buy from” Levkulic, who was suc- 

Dealer with “Down Below” ceeded in 1960 by Father 
Prices and LOCAL Conveniences Paul Fetch. The current 
ED WERNER CHEVROLET pastor, Father Joseph 

1000 Montana Rd. Radvansky, followed him in 


1969. 
HEILBRON’S | 


HARTSON’S - 
| AMBULANCE SERVICE 
280-8111 


R.E. Riling Plumbing 


PLUMBING CONTRACTOR sf 
Plumbing, Heating, Repairing Clem G. Berrill 


Serving the entire San Diego 
city and county area, 
from 8 locations 


% 
%, s 
4, 
“ng -coow® 


| 3371 Adams Ave., San Diego @ 282-8172 


ED WERNER, Chevrolet 
IN BARSTOW 


Continuous & dignified service 
to the Catholic community 
since 1946. — 


— 


THE NEW church, located 
at 2235 Galahad Rd. in 


pws ee 1M Sa EAS 


HR btlens” ! te Plumbing and Heating Serra Mesa, is patterned 
5 . Contracting 
Mission Bay Chapel & Established 1902 


F. A. Heilbron & Son 
Reliable Repair Service 
234-0168 1446 Sth Ave. 


Over 60 Years of Service 


Pacific Beach Mortuary, Ine. 

471 0 Cass St ® 488-5553 @ 488-7575 The first class in the 
- University of San Diego’s 
Doctor of Education pro- 
gram begins today, Feb. 1, 
marking the first doctorate 
program offered at the 
university, outside ofthe law 
school. 


° 
‘ee 


é 
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Into Thy hands, O Lord, we commend the spirits of 
these beloved ones who are gone before us into the 
realm of Thy eternal happiness and peace. — Amen. 


St. Vincent de Paul 
ACE DRUG CO. 


Expert Prescription Service 
Richard A. Sunkel, Prop. 
820 West Washington 
Phone 295-2131 


after churches found in the 

~Carpatho-Russian moun- 
tain’ regions of Eastern 
Europe. 


It features the traditional 
“iconostas,” icon screens 
adorned with painted icons 
and doors located at the 
point where the nave and 


DR. PEER HONORED—Dr. Robert Peer displays the 


Byzantine-rite bishop will | 
dedicate Holy Angels church 


the sanctuary join together. 

The icons on the icon- 
ostas and others on the 
walls and ceiling were 
painted by Mila Mina, a 
nationally known artist from . 
Santa Barbara who trained 
in iconography in Czechos- 
lovakia before immigrating 
to the United States. 


plaque presented to him last Monday by Catholic 
Community Services and Catholic Family Service 
(CFS) in honor of his 10 years of service to the 
diocesan social service agencies. Dr. Peer is leaving 
his post as CFS director to become the San Diego 
County Welfare Director.—SC photo 


Dr. Philip Hwang, the 
program’s coordinator, said 
the program is designed to 
emphasize leadership. in 
the educational field and 
aims “to train students to 
become more effective 
leaders in the schools and 
areas where they work.” 


Of the 24 students se- 
lected for the first class, six 
are community college 
deans and coordinators, 
three are principals, three 
are school district adminis- 


First USD doctorate class begins 


trators, seven are teachers 
and five work in special 
education and_ student 
services. : 

The program consists of 
60 semester units, which 
will lead to a Doctor of 
Education degree. 

The next class of 24 will be 
admitted for the fall se- 
mester. The deadline for 
application is March 30. 
Information: USD School of 
Education, 291-6480, ex- 
tension 4538. 


DETLOFF, Thomas E. Son of 
John and Alice Detloff, brother 
of John C. Detloff, grandson of 
Antoinette Detloff and Mr. and 
Mrs. John V. Vasery. Requiem 
mass, January 25, St. Therese 
of the Child Jesus church. 


Goodbody’s Blvd. Chapel 


quiem mass, January 26, Our ie Sixteen pages 
Lady of Guadalupe church. : 
GASPAR, Teresa. Widow of the : . a and colorfully 


late Leo Gaspar, mother of Leo 
Gaspar and Emily Mellon, 
sister of Florence Bombach, 
Becky Minor and Earl Con- 
stantino; one grandchild. 
Requiem mass, January 26, 
St. John the Evangelist 
church. 


Goodbody’s Blvd. Chapel 


COLMENERO, Maria M. Wife of 
Mauro Colmenero, Sr., mother 
of Josephine Morales, Carmen 
Clegg and Arturo, David, 
Humberto, Chayo, Mario, 
Eddie, Richie, Victoria and 
Mauro Colmenero Jr., sister of 
Refugio Parra and Manuel 
Martin; 10 grandchildren and 
one great-grandchild. Re- 


Goodbody’s Bivd. Chapel 


HASSEL, Henry Joseph. Hus- 
band of Madeline Hassel, 
father of Mary Ann and Alvin 
Hassel. Requiem mass, Jan- 
uary 22, Carmelite Monastery. 


Goodbody’s Blvd. Chapel 


é 


x) 
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This free booklet tells 
why every father 
should make a will... 
even if he’s young 

and healthy! 


clearly written 
illustrated, — tell 
why you should make your will 
and how to go about it. Charts 
on page 3 show what your heirs 
can lose if you die without a 
will. Page 5 discusses why you 
need a lawyer’s help in drawing . 
up your will. Page 6 goes into 
detail about how to start and 
what to. include. No _ father, 
young or old, should neglect 


ale, 
Se his will. Maryknoll’s booklet 
GEBO, Mary E. Mother of McCARTHY, Georgia J. Wife ge will éonvln y 
Helen M. Kennedy, Gertrude of Francis Q. Ap Sr, a onvinee you: 
M., and George T. Gebo, sister mother of Francis Q. McCarthy “ite Mail the upon for 
of Helen Fitzgerald; three Jr. and Mrs. John R. Gross, ang coupo \ 
grandchildren, one great- sister of Peter Brabant and Jo Pac) your free copy today! 
grandchild. Requiem mass, Ann Murphy; one grandchild. Be Bia ete, 
January 23, St. John the Requiem is pane 26, te 
i irit P d Seer ween oT rags 
Praertiet church. Holy Heed chure Be Free Booklet-on Wills on 
Goodbody's Blvd. Chapel Goodbody’s Blvd. Chapel The Maryknoll Fathers 
gt 745 West Adams Bivd. 
oe Los Angeles, Calif. 90007 
$4 (213) 747-9676 
Dear Fathers: 
Please send me your booklet on making a will. | 
. uriderstand there is no obligation. 
O O O IVY CHAPEL NAME 
BOULEVARD CHAPEL : x, 
$ sh ADDRESS 
5027 EL CAJON BLVD. 317 ASH STREET pit 
ie? CITY 
-1 2 
my 582 700 s STATE _ ZIP CODE 
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The deadline for “Around the dioceses” is six days before 


the desired date of publication. 


San Diego 


Bishop Leo T. Maher: 


Saturday, Feb. 3, 7:30 p.m., 
Town and Country Hotel, San 
Diego, dedication banquet for 
Holy Angels Byzantine Catholic 
church. 


Sunday, Feb. 4, 6 p:m., St. 
Peter parish, Fallbrook, mass 


Bishop Gilbert E, Chavez: 


Tuesday, Feb. 6-Thursday, 
Feb. 8, Manresa Retreat House, 
Azusa, joint meeting of Region 


and dedication of parish hall. 


Tuesday, Feb. 6-Thursday, 
Feb. 8, Manresa Retreat House, 
Azusa, joint meeting of Region 
11 Conference of Bishops and 
Regional Conference of Priests’ 
Senates. 


11 Conference of Bishops and 
Regional Conference of Priests’ 
Senates. 


; Friday, Feb. 2 i 

Lay Apostles of the Sacred Heart, hour of adoration, including 
rosary and Benediction, 7:30 p.m., St..Mary Magdalene, San 
Diego. Details: 276-3693 or 279-6977. 

Evening of recollection by Blue Army of Our Lady of Fatima, San 
Diego Division, 7:30 p.m., St. Joseph Cathedral, San Diego, with 
Father Donald Buchanan. Details: 262-8026 or 295-1796. 

Court immaculata, CDA, 18th anniversary celebration, dinner, 7 
p.m., Admiral Kidd Club, San Diego. Details: 276-2884. 

First Friday charismatic mass and healing service with Sister 
Briege McKenna, 7:30 p.m., St. Vincent de Paul church, San Diego. 


Details: 459-3255. 


Saturday, Feb. 3 
St. Vincent de Paul Altar Society, annual dessert card party, 
12:30 p.m., parish hall, San Diego. Details: 295-8798. 
Evangelization workshop, 10°a.m.-4 p.m., St. Mary school, El 
Centro. Details: 298-7711, San Diego. 
First Saturday mass, Blue Army of Our Lady of Fatima, 8 a.m., 
St. Mary Magdalene, San Diego, rosary and Fatima prayers 


following. Details: 276-3693. 


Fund-raising auction for St. James Academy, Solana Beach, 
7:30 p.m., Loma Santa Fe Country Club. Details: 481-0148. 


Blessing of the Throats, on-feast of St. Blaise, after 5 and 7:30 
p.m. masses, St. Gabriel church, Poway. 
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1—PERSONALS, NOTICES 
saesiasenssnsaiempecebsulsnanuinsanesnesiuiamaieaart 
We recently purchased land in a 
remote area of Northern Calif. Our 
intent is to form a small self-sufficient 
Catholic Community, and we would 
like to correspond. with and meet 
others of a like mind. Age or station 
should be no barrier. Write: J. Dollar, 
P.0. Box 972, Crestline, CA 92325. 
; 4/5 


Retreat? Conference? Workshop? 


OLD MISSION SAN LUIS REY RE- - 


TREAT is ideal. Details (714) 757- 
3659. TFN 


Would like to contact thirteenth child 
of same parentage for simple test. 281- 
9278. 2/8 
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5—BUSINESS SERVICES 
NNN 
LANDSCAPING, Block Walls, 

complete home remodeling, concrete 

work. Free estimates, reasonable 

prices. 

A. Crisafulli-Lincensed contractor. 

465-4287 TFN 


ARMSTRONG CATERING 
SERVICE 
Wedding Receptions 
and 
Lunch and Dinner Parties 
284-8405 TFN 


CLASSIFIED INDEX 


42—RENTALS, HOUSES UNFURN. 
44—RENTALS, MOBILE HOMES 
50-—REAL ESTATE WANTED 
51—REAL ESTATE TRADES 
52—LOTS & ACREAGE 
53—APARTMENTS & CONDOMINIUMS 
54—INVESTMENT PROPERTY 
55—RANCHES & FARMS 
56—INCOME, COMMERCIAL PROPERTY 
57—MOUNTAIN PROPERTY 
58—HOUSES FOR SALE 
59—MONEY WANTED 

60—LOANS, TRUST DEEDS 
65—BOATS & SUPPLIES 
67—UTILITY & VACATION TRAILERS 
68—MOBILE HOMES & TRAILERS 
69—MOBILE HOME LOTS 
70—MOBILE HOME PARTS 
71—MOTOR HOMES 

72—CAMPERS 

73—AIRPLANES 

74—BIKES & CYCLES 
75—RECREATIONAL VEHICLES 
76—TRACTORS, FARM EQUIPMENT 
77—MACHINERY & EQUIPMENT 
78—TRUCKS 

79—AUTO PARTS & SERVICE 
80—AUTOMOBILES 

81—VANS 


Hardy's Tree Service 
Economy tree work, hauling and yard 
clean-up. Fully licensed and insured. 
15 yrs. exp. Free estimates, Call today 
278-2963. TFN 


FREE JENN-AIR demonstration, 
every Saturday from 1-5 p.m. Free 
Microwave cooking school every 
Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. and every 
Saturday at 10:30 a.m. For informa- 
tion phone 298-8291. 
Anderson Supply 
2545 El Cajon Blvd. 
San Diego, CA92104 TFN 


ROOF LEAK? 
Phone 264-0404, 474-6004 for free 
estimate. All types of residential and 
commercial roofs. TFN 
San Diego Insulation and 
Roofing Company 
1726 Wilson Ave., National City 


THE WATERBED SHOWROOM 
Complete system now $139.95. 
Pedestal, bare frame w/headboard 
plus liner, mattress, and heater with 
controls. Bi 

2527 University Ave., San Diego 


297-4382 TFN - 


MASTIO RICHERT, INC. 
Jeweler 

Fine & Religious jewelry 

9882 Magnolia Avenue 


Santee, 562-1070 TFN 


Around the dioceses 


Sunday, Feb. 4 
Holy Spirit Seminar begins, eight sessions, 6:15 p.m., St. 
Therese Social Center, San Diego. Details: 466-2794. 
Scout Day, 9:30 a.m.-noon, St. Francis Seminary, San Diego, 
mass, tour, breakfast. Details: Father Carroll, 420-9193. 
Healing ministry of Sister Briege McKenna, at a prayer meeting, 
7 p.m., St. James parish, Solana Beach. 
Carne Asada Dinner, 2-5 p.m., St. John of the Cross parish hall, 
Lemon Grove, $5. Reservations: 469-5385 or 463-1949. 
Stalpar Club, for single and widowed Catholics, meeting, 5 p.m., 
St. Joseph Cathedral Club, San Diego. Details: 469-3462. 
House of Ireland, meeting, 5 p.m., House of Nations, Balboa 
Park, Ancient Order of the Hibernians’ president, speaker. 
Monday, Feb. 5 
Bible study, Book of Hebrews, by Father Jerome Bevilacqua, 
OSA; 7:30 p.m., followed by prayers for healing, St. Patrick church, 


San Diego. Details: 566-6127. 


Ladies of the Immaculata, meeting, 7:30 p.m., Immaculata 
church sacristy, USD campus, Alcala Park, apolice officerto speak 
on precautions against burglars. Details: 274-3444. 

Tuesday, Feb. 6 

Catholic charismatic luncheon, 11 a.m., Vista Elks Club, Vista, 
guest speaker, Sister Briege McKenna. Details: 726-8037. 

Bilingual mass and healing service with Sister Briege McKenna, 


7 p.m., St. Francis parish, Vista. 


Our Lady of Grace Council, Ladies of Columbus, “Luncheon is 
Served,” noon, San Miguel Council, K of C hall, Lemon Grove, open 
to the public. Details: 466-5869 or 460-8274. 


Court 


Immaculata, CDA, meeting, 


7:30 p.m., St. Mary 


Magdalene parish hall, San Diego, slide presentation on the CDA 
retirement facility in Salinas, Calif. Details: 276-2884. 


Mass and healing service, Father Jerome Bevilacqua, OSA, 7:30 
p.m., Mary, Star of the Sea parish, La Jolla. Details: 566-6127. 


Wednesday, Feb. 7 


Bible study, Old Testament, by Sister Gladys Noreen, 9 a.m.- 
noon, Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, San Diego. 


Details: 274-1030. 


“Stitchery for Today” exploring interrelationships of fabrics, 
yarns and stitches, 1:30-3:30 p.m., weekly, University of San Diego. 


Details: 291-6480, ext. 4318. 


Day of sharing and prayer for priests, featuring healing ministry 
of Sister Briege McKenna, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., diocesan Charismatic 
Renewal Center, La Jolla. Details: 459-3255. 


Basic care of the new-born, by Linda Foley, RN, 7:30p.m., 6214 
Rose Lake Ave., San Diego, sponsored by Concerned Citizens for 


Human Life. Details: 466-1507. 


Thursday, Feb. 8 


“Comparative Religion—Christianity’s Relationship to Asian 
Religions,” lecture by Dr. Delwin B. Schneider, 7:30 p.m.; Salomon 
Lecture Hall, DeSales Hall, USD campus. Details: 231-0601. 


Silver and Gold Tea by the Mercy Hospital and Medical Center 


SEWING MACHINE REPAIR 
Special for Southern Cross Subscrib- 
er. Save $5.00 with this ad. Clean oil, 
and adjust top and bottom tensions in 
your home. Regular $10.50. Only 
$5.50 to Southern Cross. TFN 
Central Sewing Center 
3041 University Ave., San Diego 

298-6681 


Mariposa Custom Upholstery. 
Fabrics shown in your home. Interior 
decorating advice. Button repair. 
Reasonable rates. Call: 449-9496, 
TFN 


If you buy palm crosses made in 
Africa, you help people whose income 
is $55.00 per year to buy the bare 
necessities of life, and to fill health 
and educational needs. All work done 
in this country is volunteered. Orders 
are acknowledged and must be 
received by March 25 to guarantee 
delivery by Palm Sunday. Rates based 
on $4.00 per 100; $2.00 per 50,’in 
units of 50 only. Only individual size 
palms available. AFRICAN PALMS, 
P.0. Box 575, Olney, Maryland 20832. 

- 3/15 


TREES, HEDGES 
Trimmed, pruned and removed. A 
specialty-not a sideline. For estimates 
call 234-1008. TFN 


CUSTOM ALUMINUM 
SCREENS & DOORS 
Tensions screens rewired any size. 
Rubber stamps 280-7360 anytime. 

TFN 


6—PRAYERS & THANKSGIVING 


Dear God—Thank you for sending us 
Jesus and the Holy Spirit. | Love You. 
(Anonymous grateful adult) 2/22 


7—INSTRUCTION & SCHOOLS 


North Park Golf Clinic. Group lessons 
half price. Used Golf clubs. Closed 
Sundays. For information call 281- 
7291. : TEN 


Need a ROOFER? 
Call J.P. WITHEROW 


Serving San Diego 43 years 


9—BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


Convert your TV time into a hedge 
against inflation by developing 
indigenous income sources directly 
tied to the general inflationary trend. 
Let us show you how. In North San 
Diego County, 753-0702, 6-8 p.m. 


10—FUNERAL DIRECTORS 


GOODBODY’S BLVD. CHAPEL 
5027 El Cajon Blvd. 582-1700 


GOODBODY'S IVY CHAPEL 
317 Ash St. 582-1700 


BEARDSLEY FUNERAL HOME 
1818 Sunset Cliffs Blvd. 223-8100 


11—SITUATIONS WANTED 


Housework done by licensed and 
bonded lady. Call: 296-6589. TFN 


YOUNG FAMILY MAN 
Needs hauling and tree work. T. 
Northcutt. 277-6484. TFN 


Cleaning services, licensed and 
bonded, for all types of vacancies. For 
free estimates call: 296-6589, TFN 


Elderly or ambulatory care. Best 
references. Live-out. Mature. For 
information call: 466-1780. 2/22 


.13—HELP WANTED 


R.N.'s, L.V.N.'s, Certified Aides. All 
Shifts, top pay. Acute and con- 
valescent. Interview appointments, 
call: 

San Diego 

238-1450 

Western Medical Services 
560 Ash Street 

San Diego, CA 92101 


WANTED: Volunteers to pick up used 
items to aid children in Baja. Contact: 
Terry Rhea, 291-9908. 2/22 


Carlsbad 
729-5912 


297-4701 
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Auxiliary, 1-3 p.m., home of Mrs. Lawrence Oliver, Point Loma, 
Sister Helen Lorch, auxiliary founding president, to be honored. 
Friday, Feb. 9 
Youth dance, 8 p.m.-midnight, St. Vincent de Paul parish hall, 
San Diego, music by “Le Jest,” $2. Details: 299-3814 or 299-3881. 
“The Fully Alive Experience,” workshop by Jesuit Father John 
Powell, through Feb. 11, Vista. Details: 724-7316. 
_ Fish Fry, Immaculate Conception parish, Old Town, 6-8 p.m., 
sponsored by Family Altar Society. $3. Details: 291-0945. 
Lecture-demonstration by San Diego Ballet for unfamiliar 
audiences, 8 p.m., Camino Theater, USD campus, Alcala Park. 


Open to public. Free. 


Saturday, Feb. 10 
Media workshop, for religion teachers, master catechists, 
priests, interested adults, 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m., St. Mary parish, El 
Centro, sponsored by diocesan Media Center. Details: 297-7110. 


San Bernardino 


Bishop Phillip F. Straling: 


Friday, Feb. 2-Saturday, Feb. 
3, Anaheim Convention Center, 
Los Angeles archdiocesan reli- 
gious education congress. 


Sunday, Feb. 4, 9:30 and 
11:30 a.m., San Salvador 


parish, Colton, mass. 


Tuesday, Feb. 6-Thursday, 
Feb, 8, Manresa Retreat House, 
‘Azusa, joint meeting of Region 
11 Conference of Bishops and 
‘Regional Conference of Priests’ 
Senates. 


Thursday, Feb. 1 
Bible study, Mark's gospel, through March 8, Our Lady of the 
Rosary Cathedral, San Bernardino. Details: 883-8991. 
Friday, Feb. 2 
Women's retreat, through Feb. 4, El Carmelo Retreat House, 
Redlands. Details: 627-4583 or 627-3462. 
Saturday, Feb. 3 
Court Our Lady of Peace, CDA, first Saturday mass, 8 a.m., 
Immaculate Conception church, Colton. Details: 883-4430. 
Tuesday, Feb. 6 
Color-slide travelogue on the California Mission Stations, 7 p.m., 
Our Lady of Solitude auditorium, Palm Springs, sponsored by 
Comité Mexicano de Beneficienica. Details: 325-3816. 
Wednesay, Feb. 7 
Discussion on Christian responsibility for peace and justice in 
daily encounters, with Sister Leah Long of Catholic Social Services, 
6:30 p.m., John XXII Newman Center, San Bernardino. 
Court Our Lady of Peace, CDA, meeting, 8 p.m., K of C hall, 1510 
W. Highland Ave., San Bernardino, guest speaker, Mrs. Olga 
Fritchie, diocesan chairman for Madonna Manor. Details: 883- 


4430. 


Thursday, Feb. 8 


“Understanding the Gospels,’ 


” five-week module begins, 7:30- 


9:30 p.m., repeated 10 a‘m.-noon, Fridays, beginning Feb. 9, St. 
Joseph parish, Barstow. Details: 256-1801. 


Live in cook. East San Diego parish. 
Housekeeping not included. Call 284- 
1250. 2/15 


WANTED: Six business associates. 
Work part-time. Remarkable profits, 
Serious only need to apply. 578-1892. 

2/22 


Help Wanted: People who need 
additional income or who want to 
change jobs. Family man/woman 
preferred. 272-9357 after 7 p.m. TFN 


Need VW Specialist. Busy shop. Must - 
have own tools. 286-3822. TFN 


All around mechanic-for American 
and foreign. Must have own tools. 286- 
3822. TFN 


18—MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS 


Conn Organ. Deluxe Rhapsody 628- 
type 3, walnut. Excellent condition. 
Call: 583-9386. 2/22 


22—WANT TO BUY 


PIANO WANTED 281-3717 TFN 


Home and commercial sewing 


23—FOR SALE, MISC. 


FOR SALE! Grain-fed, live butcher 
hogs, roasting pigs. For more informa- 
tion call (714) 597-4309. 2/15 


25—PETS & SUPPLIES 


GROOMING & NOW BOARDING T00! 
For all dogs, large & small (and cats 


boarded). TFN 
A DOG'S WORLD 

2324% 30th St. 8787 Jamacha Rd. 

San Diego Spring Valley 

280-4880 465-1601 


58—HOUSES FOR SALE 


SS 
TIERRASANTA BEAUTIFUL! By 
owner, 5 bdrms, plus den, office, 
bonus rm, 2% bath, air-cond., new 
cpts., & drapes, paint, cul-de-sac, 
great schools. Priced $108,000. Call 
565-1564. 2/22 


79—AUTO PARTS & SERVICE 


ee 
A T0 Z AUTO CLINIC, tune ups, 
engines overhauled, brakes, rebuilt 


machines, 298-6681. TFN motors, -electrical works, transmis- 
SS SIONS; Valve: ODS: 
Recycle It With A Classified 7 Vislosky 
Call: 298-7713 5468 El Cajon Blvd. 

286-3823 TFN 
CLIP AND MAL 10° — |} 
! Southern Cross P.0. Box 81869 | 
San Diego, CA 92138 | 
i To run your classified ad...fill in your 15 words and send 
| your check for $7.20. Your ads will run 4 consecutive weeks, | 
| and reach 45,500 homes each week! i 
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Talking Point—Ironic status of Mexican church 


Will papal visit open church-state relations in Mexico? 


By Richard Daw 


Daw is director and editor-in-chief of 
National Catholic News Service, 
Washington D.C., the official news agency 
of the U.S. bishops. He is heading the 
veteran NC staff in Mexico covering the 
pope’s activities. 

The visit of Pope John Paul Il focused new 
attention on the strange and ironic status of the 
church in Mexico. 

The church’s status there is strange because 
strict laws govern its activities, prohibiting the 
church from owning property or conducting 
worship services outside of churches. Priests 
are prohibited from voting or wearing clerical 
dress. 

THE CHURCH'S STATUS is ironic because 
those strict laws exist in a country with one of 
the world’s largest Catholic populations, with 
the church counting among its membership 
well over 90 per cent of Mexico's almost 60 
million people. 

Whether Pope John Paul’s six-day visit Jan. 


26-31 would bring any change in the church's ~ 


status—and if so, to what degree and how 
soon—remained for the moment questions 
without answers. 


There was no question, though, that his visit 
left the matter fresh in the minds of those who 
must deal with it. There were obvious signs ofa 
serious and apparently unsettled debate with 
the government on the church-state issue. 


ONE POINT WHICH appeared to find officials 
sharply divided was the matter of how the 
government should treat the pope. The 
government finally decided to treat him as a 
“distinguished visitor.” 

But until almost the last moment before the 
pope’s arrival, there was public confusion over 
whether President Jose Lopez Portillo would 
meet him. ; 

That confusion reflected the irony of the 
church in Mexico: While virtually everyone is 
Catholic—including most government 
officials—people in public office feel they must 
remain at arms length from public contact with 
the church. 


AT FIRST, PLANS called for Lopez Portillo to 
receive the pope in the National Palace, the 
presidential office building. Then, with no 
explanation, further mention of that was 
dropped. Later it was indicated that the 
president would do no more than greet the 
pope at the airport. 

Finally, President Lopez Portillo and his wife 
met Pope John Paul when his plane arrived. But 
it was carefully stated that the president was 
there as “a private citizen.” And there were no 
speeches, in sharp contrast to the usual 
ceremonial procedure. 


Lopez Portillo—a Catholic—spoke only a few 
careful words to the pope as he stepped from 
the plane. Addressing Pope John Paul as “sir,” 
the president welcomed him to Mexico, wished 
him success in his efforts for peace and justice 
and then declared: “I leave you in the hands of 
the hierarchy and faithful of your church.” 

LATER, HOWEVER, the president received 
the pope in the presidential residence and met 
privately with him for more than an hour. What 
they discussed was revealed only in general 
terms. . 

One of the clearest signs of the internal 
governmental debate could be seen in 
television coverage of the opening papal 
masses. The issue involved was the 
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PRESIDENTIAL WELCOME—President 
and Mrs. Jose Lopez Portillo of Mexico 
welcome Pope John Paul il on his arrival at 
the Mexico City airport on Friday, Jan. 26. 
The papal visit focuses attention on the 


constitutional prohibition of public acts of 
worship. 

Although it was never publicly admitted, that 
prohibition already had played a role in a 
decision to call off plans for the pope to 
celebrate mass in Mexico City’s huge Aztec 
Stadium. 

FOR A TIME there was a question whether 
television coverage of the papal masses— 
which were being transmitted to many other 
countries—would be blacked out in Mexico. 

There was no blackout. But the TV cameras 
did a strange thing. As the pope celebrated 
mass at the cathedral shortly after arriving Jan. 
26, and at the Basilica of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe the next day, the cameras avoided 
focusing on the altar. 

Throughout those masses, the cameras 
concentrated on the congregation, on crowds 


strange and ironic status of the church in 
Mexico. In a country with one of the 
world’s largest Catholic populations, the 
government restricts the church’s 
activities.—NC photo 


outside, on aerial views of the buildings, on 
artwork on the walls. The cameras recorded 
everything except the pope at.the altar. 


ONLY AT THE Sign of Peace, after the 
eucharistic consecration was over, did the altar 
appear on the TV screen. Thus, Mexican TV 
viewers heard the mass, but didn’t see it. The 
question of a public act of worship was skirted. 


TV coverage of other papal events was 
extensive. So was the coverage by newspapers. 
Both those facts reflected the tremendous 
interest of Mexicans in the pope’s visit. 

Such concern over the letter of the law was 
unusual. For years officials have simply turned 
their heads to violations of some anti-church 
laws, such as the ban on church-operated 
schools. As one official said, “This time the 
world is watching, and we-can’t go against our 
own Constitution.” 

MEXICO’S ANTI-CHURCH laws have their 
roots in the revolution which freed the country 
from a Spanish rule which closely linked 
church and state. 

Over the years, revolutionary leaders 
continued to regard the church as at least a 
symbol, if not a part, of oppression. Anti-church 
laws finally led to a break in relations with the 
Vatican in 1867. 

Serious persecution of the church occurred 
as recently as the decades immediately before 
World War II, when for a time all churches were 
closed. 

Mexico is now the only non-communist 
Catholic country which does not have 
diplomatic relations with the Vatican. 


